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In this month of May, the Board team is engaged in several different tasks. On
the one hand, the Continuing Education Committee, composed by Irem Atak,
Yifat Weinberger and Emiliano Muzio, is working on the next Summer Seminar,
which will take place from Friday 14 to Sunday 16 of July inclusive, in Genoa,
the splendid city on the Ligurian coast with its numerous baroque palaces and
its legendary gastronomy. The chosen subject is Psychosis, which allows the
discussion of differential diagnoses and the study of the finer points of mental
functioning. Rorschach worked mainly with psychotics and this experience
guided him in many of his main research. The three faculty members are Ali
Khadivi, Maria Fiorella Gazale and Joni Mihura, who will deal with cases of
psychosis in clinical and forensic settings. The discussant will be Luciano
Giromini and the sessions will be led by Odile Husain. All these great
specialists have specific publications on the subject and we look forward to a
fruitful dialogue on one of the major themes of our field.

We have extended the deadline for Early Bird registration at the request of
some members and hope that this will encourage many others to come and
share in the very special atmosphere of the Summer Seminars.
We are thus returning to full ISR  activities as before the pandemic.

The mentorship project is moving forward and Kari Carstairs will soon be
contacting the societies to open the registers of those who offer hours of their
time for mentoring.

Our Newsletter demands a lot of work from Giselle Hass and her team of
collaborators. The aim is to provide a pleasantly readable update on the
activities and news of the societies. In this issue we continue with podcasts,
information about the activities of the member societies, some contributions,
interviews and an overview of personality assessment and the Rorschach
worldwide.

Kim Gabriel Hansen and his team are making rapid progress in the
organization of the next Congress in Copenhagen. There will be concrete news
about it very soon.

We continue to receive applications from individual members and consolidate
the ISR as an increasingly international society.

We received information about the activities around the Rorschach test in the
world. Next August 3 to 5, ALAR, the Latinoamerican Society of Rorschach will
hold its Congress, this time in Monterrey, Mexico. For more information, look at
the Mexican Society report

We hope to meet you soon in Genoa, to think together and also to share
relaxed chats and walks around the city.

Para escuchar este articulo en Español haz clic aqui

https://youtu.be/RAaO5Siiudc


EDITORIAL NOTE
By Giselle Hass
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Dear readers,

Welcome to the May 2023 edition of the ISR Bulletin. It is
our hope that you find a lot of interesting and inspiring
information on these pages.  The Presidential message
opens this edition with a description of the Board projects
including the Summer Seminars, the Copenhagen
Congress, and the upcoming mentorship project that will
begin soon. In the regular segment In his Own Words, we
feature a quote from Hermann Rorschach'
Psychodiagnostics, which is meant to make us reflect and
deepen our thinking on his expressed intentions. 

The Summer Seminar is scheduled and progressing in its
planning, promising to be a lively event full of professional
collaboration and camaraderie. In pages 8 to 15, you will
find all the most current information about the event, as
well as a guide to what to do in Genoa, Italy. We hope that
both the scientific program and the beauty of the location
entice you to join us and other colleagues from around the
word in this time-honored ISR tradition. 

One of the most pleasant news in this issue is to read the
reports of international societies and see how they are
becoming more active now that the health threat of in-
person meetings has diminished. At the same time, they
have kept the online option due to the awareness of how it
can serve members who find it difficult to attend in person.
We can also observe in these international reports the
increasing cross-fertilization among societies. I encourage
you to read the international reports with the aim of being
inspired and emboldened to take on some collaborations
and dynamic events as many societies are doing. 

Honoring the Legacy is paying tribute this time to David
Rapaport, with an incisive analysis by James Kleiger. I have
a special fondness for Rapaport and his work, as an early
edition of his book still sits on my library shelves. It was
the system that I learned when young and which inspired
me and created a longing to know more about the
instrument. 



EDITORIAL NOTE cont'd
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The segment Ink Story depicts the very interesting history of the Rorschach in Latvia,
and the current collaborations with the Finnish and Danish Rorschach societies. In
Rorschach Reflections, Anne Andronikof penned an opinion piece.

In Who is Who, we are happy to profile two clinicians from China, Yu Wang and Yanlei
Wang, who without the support of an organization, work with the Rorschach in their
respective professional practices. We encourage you to read the profiles of these two
enthusiastic young psychologists and see if you can find a way to support them. 

We reviewed two books and a projective instrument. The Pfister Color Pyramids Test
is a projective test that has gained great popularity in South America. The books
reviewed are the “Assessment of Psychosis,” by James Kleiger and Ali Khadivi,
reviewed by F. Barton Evans, and Maduracion visomotora en infancia by Norma
Contini, reviewed by Monica Guinzbourg. 

In the In Memoriam, we sadly portray the profiles of two giants in the Rorschach field,
Lydia Burde and Phil Erdberg. We lost them both in the last few months, and they
leave a hole in our field and our hearts. 

Speaking of giants, our Soundblot podcast is presenting interviews with two giants in
our field: Reid Meloy and Rita Signer. We also interview up and coming star and the
editor of Rorschachiana, Filippo Aschieri. They tell us candidly about their interest in
the Rorschach and its role in their professional lives. We hope that you find these
conversations inspiring.  Moreover, we are also presenting the Video Project from last
year’s XXIII Congress’ centenary projects, which includes brief videos from clinicians
around the world speaking about “Why I Use the Rorschach.” These contributors were
invited to record a 6- to 8-minute video in their own native language recounting how,
their use of the Rorschach with one particular patient/client led to an important
breakthrough in the patient’s or other people’s understandings of the patient. This
video is offered for educational and training purposes, as we believe that both
seasoned and training clinicians would benefit from learning more about the utility
and impact of the Rorschach as a clinical tool. 

Rorschachiana contributed with a piece describing the articles most downloaded in
2022. The increasingly higher numbers of downloads for the most recently published
articles are a testament that Rorschach and projective methods are a vital field and
that the research in this area is interesting and engaging.

Finally, we give you information so that you can start preparing for the next ISR
Congress to take place in 2024 in Copenhagen. 

Do not forget to send us your news by September 30, 2023, for the November 2023
issue of the Bulletin. 

Giselle Hass
Editor



I am pleased to announce the launch of this new initiative. The aim of the scheme is to put colleagues in
touch with each other across national boundaries to consult about the Rorschach and gain from the wide
range of expertise that our members have to offer. I am particularly keen to support our individual members
with this scheme because they do not have the benefit of a national society for professional support.

The first phase was to collect a list of members who are willing to offer at least two hours of their time at no
charge to act as mentors. It is wonderful to report that we have 45 members on the list! They come from all
over the world, and they represent various different approaches to the Rorschach. Thank you to all of you who
have kindly volunteered for this. The next phase will be to invite colleagues who would like to have a
consultation to review the list and pick a mentor on a first come, first served basis. It will then be up to the
two people concerned to make their own arrangements and hopefully have a fruitful and interesting
exchange. I would welcome your feedback on how it all goes and your suggestions for how we can make this
a success.
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THE MENTORSHIP SCHEME
By Kari Carstairs

Going forwards, we intend to open the list up twice a year, so the
next round will be in November 2023. I don’t know whether all the
mentors will end up being selected in this first round as this
whole project is new for me as well as for you, so I am unsure
about the size of the demand for these consultations, but rest
assured we will keep you posted. So please do not worry if you
are not participating in this round or if you have volunteered and
your time is not taken – there will be a further opportunity to take
part.

Lastly, I would like to say a big thank you to my PA, Natalie Bailey,
who has provided me with her administrative skills and support in
managing the list.

Dr Kari Carstairs, First Vice President and Co-ordinator 
for the mentorship scheme.
Email: kari@carstairspsych.co.uk
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Me complace anunciar el lanzamiento de esta nueva iniciativa. El objetivo del plan es poner a los colegas en contacto entre sí
a través de las fronteras nacionales para consultar sobre el Rorschach y beneficiarse de la amplia gama de experiencia que
nuestros miembros tienen para ofrecer. Estoy particularmente interesada en apoyar a nuestros miembros individuales con
este plan porque ellos no tienen el beneficio de una sociedad nacional de apoyo profesional. La primera fase fue recopilar una
lista de miembros que están dispuestos a ofrecer al menos dos horas de su tiempo sin cargo para actuar como mentores. ¡Es
maravilloso informar que tenemos 45 miembros en la lista! Vienen de todas partes del mundo, y representan varios enfoques
diferentes del Rorschach. Gracias a todos los que amablemente se han ofrecido como voluntarios para esto. La siguiente fase
será invitar a los colegas que deseen tener una consulta para revisar la lista y elegir un mentor por orden de llegada.
Corresponderá entonces a las dos personas interesadas hacer sus propios arreglos y, con suerte, tener un intercambio
fructífero e interesante. Agradecería sus comentarios sobre cómo va todo y sus sugerencias sobre cómo podemos hacer que
esto sea un éxito. En el futuro, tenemos la intención de abrir la lista dos veces al año, por lo que la próxima ronda será en
noviembre de 2023. 

mailto:kari@carstairspsych.co.uk


In his own words

In the discussion so far, there has been frequent mention of “imaginative
individuals.” As it is usually understood, this means persons with creative
imagination, for now, the question of whether the imagination is only
receptive or productive is of secondary importance. Many respondents
who believe that they “themselves” have no imagination but admit that they
enjoy the creative productions of others (and therefore are considered to
only have a receptive imagination) react in such a way in the experiment
that is difficult to distinguish between them and respondents with a
productive imagination. They can also not be distinguished formally. The
only difference is that in the productive respondent those parts of the
experience apparatus which contain the imaginative disposition are
activated through the actual energy, while in those with receptive
imagination the actual energy is dispersed to a much higher degree to
other, usually external goals, so toward the extratensive side of the
apparatus. 

Hermann Rorschach
Hermann Rorschach's Psychodiagnostics, p. 121
Keddy, Signer, Erdberg, & Schneider-Stocking, 2021
Original work done in 1921

HR
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Join us in Genoa for the
XXIV Summer Seminar

14TH TO 16TH JULY, 2023
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DAILY SCHEDULE
Theoretical                                
Presentation
 Coffee break
General discussion                  
and preparation of small
groups
Lunch
 Small groups working       
 on the protocol
Coffee break
 Summary from each group
coordinator
Final comments from
Discussant and Questions

09.00-10.30
 

10.30-11.00
11.00-12.00

 
 

12.00-14.00
14.00-15.30

 
15.30-16.00
16.00-16.30

 
16.30-17.30

REGISTRATION INFO

ONE DAY REGISTRATION
EUR 190 for ISR MEMBERS

EUR 210 for NON ISR MEMBERS
 After JUNE 1st, 2023

 EUR 580 for ISR members
- EUR 680 for non-members

The registration fee includes: Seminars
fee, three lunches, water, and coffee
during breaks.   
For more information send a message to
isr.generalsecretary@gmail.com

mailto:isr.generalsecretary@gmail.com


Ali Khadivi, Ph.D

Current Perspectives in Assessment 
of Psychosis

Aii Khadivi, Ph.D. has been
practicing clinical and

forensic psychology since
1991. He is board certified in
assessment psychology and

a fellow of the Society for
Personality Assessment. Dr.

Khadivi is a professor of
psychiatry and behavioral
sciences at Albert Einstein

College of Medicine in Bronx,
New York. He teaches
clinical and forensic

psychological assessment in
multiple hospitals and

university settings. He has
conducted numerous

national and international
workshops on evaluating

psychiatric disorders. He co-
authored a book titled;

Assessing Psychosis: A
Clinician Guide.

FACULTY

Maria Fiorella Gazalle, Psy.D

Efficacy of the Rorschach test in the
diagnosis of psychosis by assessing
the quality of perception and thought

disorders 

Maria-Fiorella Gazale, PsyD, is a
psychologist psychotherapist,

head of the Psychological
Assessment Service at the Santi

Paolo and Carlo University
Hospital, contract lecturer at the

University of Milan, expert
witness for the Criminal and Civil
Courts, founding member CSIRA

(Comprehensive System
International Rorschach

Association), IRI (International
Rorschach Institute), IRPSI

(Rorschach CS and Integrative
Multimethod Assessment

Institute), Italian delegate for ISR
(International Society for
Rorschach and Projective

Methods), collaborator of the
Rorschach Workshops

Foundation for the development
of the Rorschach

Comprehensive System Revised.

Joni L. Mihura, Ph.D.,
ABAP is a professor at the

University of Toledo
specializing in

assessment, psychosis,
and test validity meta-

analyses. She is a
codeveloper

of the Rorschach
Performance Assessment

System (R-PAS) and
previously served on John
Exner's Research Council.

Joni L. Mihura, Ph.D

Charles Manson's 1997 Evaluation:
The Rorschach in a Multimethod

Approach to Assess for
Schizophrenia
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DISCUSSANT
Luciano Giromini, Ph.D., is associate professor at the
Department of Psychology, University of Turin, Italy, and
is currently the coordinator of the Evidence-Based
Psychological Assessment research team of the
University of Turin. He is an expert in interdisciplinary
research aimed at deepening our understanding of the
psychological processes underlying the production of
Rorschach responses, using various techniques
borrowed from neuroscience and psychophysiology. He
is also associate editor of the Rorschachiana and
consulting editor for several assessment journals,
including Journal of Personality Assessment and
Psychological Assessment.

Odile Husain, Ph.D., is a Founding Member of the
Institute of Projective Psychology in Montreal
(Canada)and is currently in charge of the only

existing postgraduate program in projective
techniques in the province of Quebec (a 5 year

training course). She has completed several
mandates as Member-at-Large, Secretary General
and 1st Vice-President of the International Society
for the Rorschach and Projective Methods. She is

also a Fellow of the American Society for
Personality Assessment. She has trained

psychologists in her approach in different parts of
the world.

Luciano Giromini, Ph.D.
Discussant 

Odile Husain, Ph.D.
Moderator 

MODERATOR
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INVITATION TO THE SUMMER SEMINAR BY
ISR PRESIDENT FERNANDO SILBERSTEIN

For almost 800 years,Genoa was an independent republic. After being under the orbit of Byzantium
and later the Germanic Roman Empire, the city became a city-state whose economy was based on
its port, on maritime trade in the Ligurian and Tyrrhenian Seas. The Republic of Genoa
encompassed not only the Ligurian coast, but also the islands of Corsica and Sardinia.

During these eight centuries, there were moments of great economic and political expansion.
During the Renaissance, the wealthy local nobility built an ensemble of palaces and exceptional
works of art in a city laid out for the first time in a chess square pattern. Forty-two palaces remain
from this period and have been declared World Heritage Sites by UNESCO. Relatively austere
facades enclose sumptuous interiors of great artistic interest.

Some of the main palaces are within walking distance of our Seminar venue. These are the Palazzo
Reale in Genoa, the Palazzo Balbi Senarega with its spectacular interiors, and the Palazzo Balbi
Piovera, which are only three of the forty-two palaces.

The Palazzo Balbi Senarega is a baroque building with extraordinary paintings inside which now
belongs to the University of Genoa. From the outside, it is not possible to imagine the treasures
that this palace holds. 

The Palazzo Reale or Palazzo Stefano Balbi is another baroque palace two minutes’ walk from the
Continental Hotel and was the official residence of the Savoy family from the 19th century
onwards. It was also the former residence of Napoleon Bonaparte. It is a museum, and we suggest
the seminar participants to visit together the collection of 17th century paintings with works by
Strozzi, Luca Giordano, van Dyck, Tintoretto, Guercino, Simon Vouet, among others.

Palazzo Reale
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Genoa also took part in the Crusades, and the Christian relics that can be seen in some museums date
from that period, including the Holy Grail, the cup that supposedly contained the blood of the crucified
Christ. In Genoa a crystal goblet is kept which was supposed to be the real Holy Grail. It was later
claimed to be a copy of the original, although in truth it is unlikely that such an original, if it existed,
would ever have been known to its copyists. It is in fact an ancient green glass cup in the Middle Eastern
style.

Genoa was the birthplace of Christopher Columbus and a city of great sailors. Centuries later it was the
port of departure for millions of immigrants who set sail for America. A two minute walk from the venue
is a museum of the Mare which recalls these stories and about ten minutes’ walk away is the city's
famous aquarium.

Our next visit to Genoa for the Summer Seminar will therefore be an opportunity to meet in a culturally
rich context that invites us to broaden our perspectives with the intertwining of disciplines, psychology
and painting, just as Rorschach did when he thought about the stylistic references of painters through
their predominance in the Erlebnistypus. Painters and Rorschachists see the world in forms, colour,
chiaroscuro, perspective, and the dynamism of images.

 

Among other paintings, I would like to recommend the portrait of Caterina Balbi Durazzo, painted by
Antoon Van Dyck when he was twenty-five years old. Rubens considered Van Dyck his best pupil.
It is worth saying that the great portraitists are psychologists with pencils and brushes.

Jürgen Baltrusaitis recalls the relationship between portraits, the idea of soul and emotions, ideas that
appear in some of Rubens' drawings of faces and then spread throughout Europe.

Palazzo Balbi Senarega
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Genoa, the capital of Liguria, with one of the largest ports in the Mediterranean, has the largest historical center in
Europe. It is a splendid city squeezed between the sea and the mountains, composed in its center of numerous
ancient streets with large historical palaces owned by noble families of the past, rich in paintings, works of art,
important courtyards and artistic objects of great value, and neighborhoods full of lively narrow streets and small
shops.  It had an important past and in the Middle Ages, when it was one of the Italian Maritime Republics, from
1099 until 1700, with one of the first banks in the world, the Banco di San Giorgio, founded in 1407. The ancient
noble Genoese families competed with each other in wealth and took turns hosting members of European royal
families.

Some interesting places to visit in Genoa:

-First of all Piazza de Ferrari with a famous fountain
and the Palazzo Ducale where there are very interesting 
exhibitions and also restaurants inside and the Carlo 
Felice theatre, renovated by the famous architect Renzo
 Piano, where I recommend (if you can) to find tickets
for any show.

 Via San Lorenzo is a very nice shopping area and about halfway down the street, the San Lorenzo cathedral (6th-
13th century) is an attractive place to see with a nice Pisan-Genovese style.  Then continuing to go down the
street Via San Lorenzo you go towards the port and on the right there are many small streets characteristic of the
old city, the small neighboring corners... in short it is really the old historic city.  Going down you arrive at the port
of Genoa.  The old port has been restored by Renzo Piano and there are some very nice museums, the 'Galata'
Museum of the Sea, and various restaurants around. There is the beautiful Aquarium of Genoa

 Aquarium of Genoa

                  

Close to this area there is Corso Garibaldi, and along this Corso and in the streets around it there are some noble
Genoese palaces from the 15th century, which can be visited and which altogether form a route to visit in a row.
They are called Palazzi dei Rolli because the Rolli were this confederation of Genoese noble families who at the
time took it in turns to host the foreign rulers who came to visit Genoa and therefore competed to have the most
luxurious palaces with mosaics, paintings, precious objects, etc. to match the foreign royal families. 

GUIDE TO VISIT GENOA, ITALY
by Maria Fiorella Gazale

Photo by Claudio for Unsplash
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Another beautiful place to see is Corso Italia, the long seafront promenade that goes from the Fiera di Genova
area eastwards, towards the Boccadasse district, which I would not miss because it is stupendous, a
medieval fishing village that has remained fairly intact, a Unesco heritage site, very very beautiful, where there
are stupendous ice-cream shops (especially the one called 'La gelateria' which is at the sea level. Then there
are interesting local restaurants and typical restaurants both at sea level and a little higher up, on the slope
towards the church of Sant'Antonio di Boccadasse. On the small port of Boccadasse there are some good
restaurants, one of them rather expensive is called Santa Chiara and it overlooks the left side of the small port
looking at the sea, and is right on a terrace suspended over the beautiful sea. 

 A very good but very small restaurant in the area is called Osvaldo and there you have to find out because it
is a little inland, it does not overlook the sea, you have to ask for information to get there, but it is a minute
from the sea, in any case on a small square inside, beautiful and with excellent Genoese cuisine. Another
good one is the restaurant of a fishermen's cooperative where you can eat very well and cheaply, which is
along the little road that goes up from the little square of the village of Boccadasse towards the Church of
Sant'Antonio di Boccadasse. This little restaurant (Cooperativa Pescatori GE8317) has a truly modest air all
painted blue-white and the food is spectacular. Another excellent (but expensive) restaurant is Sangiorgio in
Via Rimassa 72, near Corso Italia, towards the Fiera. 

https://fooddrinkdestinations.com/ligurian-food-what-to-eat-in-genoa-food-guide/

Boccadasse
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I would say that these are the most beautiful things, and if you want to add another nice area to see, also with
an old historical area and nice shops, it is along Via 20 Settembre, (Via XX Settembre is a street that starts from
Piazza della Vittoria and arrives at Piazza de Ferrari where there is the Ducal Palace and the Carlo Felice
Theatre). Along this Via XX Settembre, going up towards Piazza de Ferrari, on the right-hand side there is an
area of nice and interesting shops (Via San Vincenzo, Piazza Colombo and Via Galata) for shopping in a
somewhat historical area.  

-Another beautiful, elegant area, again with shops and with a definitely higher standard to see: starting from Via
da Piazza de Ferrari go to Via Roma (to the left of the Carlo Felice theatre), here you pass in front of the
Prefecture, and then you arrive in Piazza Corvetto, a very beautiful historical square, where there is a famous
pastry shop, Mangini, a super good 'historical pastry shop'.

-There is also an interesting gallery there, parallel to Via Roma, (you get there from half way up Via Roma, there
is a passageway on the right) full of very elegant shops.  

 An interesting destination is the Parco di Nervi, which can also be reached by train because it has a small
station where the regional trains stop. Here the park itself is really beautiful and very well cared for, there are all
kinds of plants and squirrels, it is very pretty and overlooks the sea. The park runs along a beautiful promenade
along the sea (Lungomare di Nervi ) which has a landscape that in a small way is reminiscent of the Cinque
Terre (a very beautiful area of Liguria, towards La Spezia) because it is a rocky landscape right by the sea, with
nice restaurants and a wonderful and romantic  view of the sea.

 If you go to the ancient hamlet of Boccadasse, which I highly recommend, go up from Boccadasse, taking the
little climb that remains on the left as you look at the sea, and in three minutes on foot you will reach Capo
Santa Chiara, which is another beautiful hamlet, but this one is higher up than the sea and pretty, overlooking
the sea. From there, there is a beautiful view of the sea: if the day is fine, you can see the landscape from
Savona to Camogli and it is a classic 'lovers' spot, so to speak, very romantic.

Capo Santa Chiara
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ADEIP
By María Elena Ocampo,
President

INTERNATIONAL REPORTS

ARGENTINA

In October 2022, in the city of Cordoba, ADEIP held the XXIV
National Congress of Psychodiagnostics, during which the
renewal of the authorities of the institution took place. 
Several recently published books were presented at the
Congress: "Visuomotor maturation in childhood. Relevance
Validity of a classic topic". Norma Contini (comp.) Authors: N.
Contini, B. Lacunza, V. Caballero and P. Coronel. "Clinical cases.
Desires, children and technology". P. Abelaira and E. Ormart
(comp). Authors: P. Abelaira, P. Alkolombre, A. Córdova, A.
Geremías, S. Marañón, A. Monserrat, F. Navés, M. Novatti, E.
Ormart, E. Pasquali, C Pesino, S. Pugliese and G. Untoiglich. "I
tell you when and how I can. The polymorphism of children's
language." Macartena Cao Gené (comp.) Authors: S. Almada, C.
Amigo, B. Ausqui, L Capacete, N. P. Carmenaty, M.A. Ciordia, S.
Cohen Imach, A. Germade, M. L. Kranjac, C. Nudel, S. Ongini, I.
Poletti, M. Pugliese, S. V. Pugliese, A. M. Satuf, S. Valente and L.
Waters. "SOS, this life hurts me! Diagnosis of adolescent suicide
with Pfister's pyramids test". Author: Silvia Pugliese.
A new issue of the Bulletin was published in December 2022,
and two virtual conferences were held with invited specialists,
Aaron Hameiri and Anne Andronikof. In February 2023, issue
No. 30 of the Review, Psicodiagnosticar, was published and
distributed. In March, the Forensic Group, which meets
periodically under the coordination of Silvia Pugliese, resumed
its virtual activities. Starting in April, virtual conferences will be
held on psychodiagnostic issues, with invited national and
foreign specialists. 
We are actively engaged with the organization and
dissemination of the XXV National Congress of
Psychodiagnostics, to be held in La Plata on September 29 and
30, 2023.
Rorschach Comprehensive System courses are resumed in
Buenos Aires, Rosario and Morón (Province of Buenos Aires,
West Zone). The delegations are surveying the interests of the
members in their area to organize activities according to the
demand.

 
ASOCIACIÓN ARGENTINA DE PSICODIAGNOSTICO DE
RORSCHACH
By Anna Maria Mussoni, 
President
Web: asoc-arg-rorschach.com.ar

On December 16, 2022, at the Ordinary General Assembly, the
Board of Directors was partially renewed, being thus constituted:
President: Lic. Ana María Mussoni
Vice President: Dr. Fernando J. Castro
Treasurer: Lic. Romina Fuschetto
Secretary: Lic. María Laura Riveros
Member 1:Lic. Patricio Gómez Segura
Member 2:Lic. Marta Rosa González
In March of this year, the new two-year Rorschach
Psychodiagnosis courses for university graduates began to be
organized. During the two years, three cycles will be completed:
General characteristics of the technique and its theoretical basis,
administration and classification of the test, computations and
special phenomena, interpretation, report by areas (intellectual,
affective, dynamic) including defensive mechanisms, possibilities
of change, and prognosis. The third cycle will focus on
psychopathological pictures and their detection through the
Rorschach Psychodiagnosis, including differential diagnosis.
The Rorschach courses that started in previous years continue to
operate, both in the City of Buenos Aires and in the Northwest of
our country. The Supervision Groups for graduates of our
Association and the Study Groups, one on Psychoanalysis and the
other on Rorschach in Children, resumed their meetings.
The Publications Commission edited the new issue of our journal
“Psicodiagnóstico de Rorschach y Otras Técnicas Proyectivas” in
its two versions, paper and digital, with a special place in this
publication for the XXIII International Congress of Rorschach and
Projective Methods, organized by the International Society of
Rorschach (ISR), to be held in Geneva (Switzerland) in 2022:
Dr.Hilda Alonso collaborated in the grouping and translation of
some of the presentations of the Symposium: "Contributions of
Rorschach and projective techniques in the psychoanalytic clinic".  
In the aforementioned symposium, Tiziana Sola, rescued the value
of the Rorschach psychodiagnosis in the psychotherapeutic
treatment of a thirteen-year-old adolescent who cuts her skin,
trying to portray the possible evolution of this adolescent’s psychic
functioning.
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The first webinar will take place on March 18 with the theme
“Understanding university students with suicidal ideation by
Rorschach”, with professors Andrés Eduardo Aguirre Antúnez,
Thaís Cristina Marques-Reis, and Alfredo Mendes Chaves.This will
be followed by other webinars; on the 18th April, with the topic
“Psychological Assessment after ADI 3481” in which Professor
Lucila Moraes Cardoso will discuss issues of psychological
assessment after the Direct Unconstitutionality Act on
psychological tests published in Brazil. On the 22nd June, the day
of ASBRo’s 30th anniversary, a webinar with the theme “30 years
of ASBRo: history, development and challenges” with the
participation of our Honorary Associates: Professors Anna Elisa
de Villemor-Amaral, Cicero Emidio Vaz, Eda Marconi Custódio,
Latife Yazigi and Sonia Regina Pasian will take place.
ASBRo continues the collaboration with the Conselho Federal de
Psicologia [Federal Council of Psychology –CFP], which is the
institution responsible for regulating the profession in Brazil, by
sitting on the Consultative Commission for Psychological
Assessment of the CFP, as well as maintaining participation in the
Fórum de Entidades Nacionais da Psicologia Brasileira [Forum of
National Entities of Brazilian Psychology – FENPB], contributing
to the main decision-making process in the field of Psychology.
In November 2022, ASBRo participated in the 6th Brazilian
Psychology Congress: Science and Profession, which took place
in São Paulo, presenting papers and studies developed by our
members.
Finally, our members Thaís Cristina Marques dos Reis, Latife
Yazigi, and Sonia Regina Pasian published a commemorative
chapter in the book Entidades Nacionais da Psicologia Brasileira:
o FENPB e suas Histórias [National Entities of Brazilian
Psychology: the FENPB and its Histories], entitled: “Trajetória e
perspectivas do Método de Rorschach e da ASBRo nos 60 anos
de Psicologia Brasileira” [“Trajectory and perspectives of the
Rorschach Method and of ASBRo in the 60 years of Brazilian
Psychology”].
More information is available on the website
http://www.asbro.org.br/.

Czech Society for Rorschach and Projective Methods
Marek Macak
President

The Czech Society for Rorschach and Projective Methods has
been doing well in 2022. Rorschach continues to be taught across
the country, with continuing education of mostly young clinical
psychologists, for whom the method is a standard part of their
basic assessment toolbox. Currently, basic courses are taught in
3 major cities of our small country (Praha, Brno, Olomouc), with
colleagues coming from both Czech and Slovak republic. We
continue to promote a plurality of approaches, teaching mostly
Exner CS, but also R-PAS, integration of Lausanne school
approach and lately having colleagues interested in the Revised
Exner approach. This is being reflected not only in the standard
clinical education and supervision but also in academic training at
master’suniversity programs, where future colleagues are first
introduced to the method.

BRAZIL

Pascal Roman, for his part, also presented the case of an
adolescent. Through projective tests, he makes a dynamic
diagnosis that allows him to differentiate between
developmental changes and the onset of psychotic
psychopathology, enabling him to implement the appropriate
psychotherapeutic device. 
The authors Lics. Maria Teresa Herrera, Catalina Campos
Catelin, Patricio Gomez Segura, Anabella Sztainberg and
Graciela Tedin, articulated the theoretical concept of "dead
mother" of André Green, observed in patients in whose clinical
vignettes and answers in the Rorschach, "the traces of frozen
love" are detected in advance, in order to establish a
differential diagnosis and to implement the psychotherapeutic
strategy.
Continuing with the theme, Ety Berant, through clinical
examples, pointed out the advantage of approaching the
psychotherapeutic process through the Rorschach
psychodiagnosis, which allows to explain the processes of
change in the psyche of the patients, the reality test and
thought processes, as well as their self-perceptions and their
object relations. Likewise, and as a closing of this Symposium,
Dr. Hilda Alonso presented the Rorschach of patients who
present some Special Phenomena that traditionally would be
associated to failures in logical functions, modifying points of
view towards creative aspects and processes, in order to avoid
a pathologizing look. 
In the Symposium "Interdiscipline and psychodiagnosis: In
search of a common language", Lics. María Teresa Herrera,
Noelia Siciliano, María Laura Riveros, Ariela Fischer and
Marcelo Alé, presented the complexity of psychodiagnosis
referring to the myth of the Tower of Babel, as exemplified in
the case of a patient diagnosed differently by her psychiatrist
and her psychologist. 
In the Juniors section we have two works by graduates.Lic.
Yanina González Sejas, analyzed and described the degree of
effort in emotional control observed in the responses (main
and additional) to the Zulliger test, during a job selection
process. On the other hand, Lic. Yanina Scocozza, considering
the post-pandemic context, observed through the evaluations
made with the Zulliger test, an increase in the levels of anxiety
in applicants to enter the Police of the Province of Buenos
Aires.
Finally, Dr. Fernando Silberstein expressed some heartfelt
words of recognition to his teacher, in the "In Memoriam: Lidia
Burde".

Brazilian Association of Rorschach (ASBRo)
By Executive Board

2023 will be a very special year for the Associação Brasileira
de Rorschach e Métodos Projetivos [Brazilian Association of
Rorschach and Projective Methods –ASBRo], as we will have
completed 30 years of activities; this will be marked by a series
of Webinars, which will take place from March onwards. This
form of virtual meeting aims to bring together the members of
the Association who live and work in the five regions of
Brazilwith Rorschach and Projective Methods. 

CZECH REPUBLIC
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Supervision is taking place on both a private basis and in most
psychiatric hospitals in the country, either as a part of usual
day-to-day practice or in group settings where colleagues
regularly meet to talk about their cases. 
Besides this basic education, wider instruction on history of
Rorschach interpretation and its value for qualitative work, and
application of psychodynamic personality concepts in
interpretation of projectives are being provided in several
ongoing courses. This is mostly appreciated by most
experienced clinicians, who like to think beyond the limits of
evidence-based work and current mainstream practice. A
seminar «Rorschach seen through the eyes of ArtBrut» was an
unusual, but very welcome refreshment, for colleagues
interested in the overlap of art, psychopathology, and
assessment. 
Besides Rorschach, instruction in TAT is being provided, using
various mainstream approaches to interpretation, but mostly
inspired by Lausanne and French school approaches. Several
of our members are also regularly taking part in Case Study
Seminars, organized by Odile Husain and James Kleiger and
we very much appreciate the opportunity to take part in this
international initiative, which we find very inspiring. In 2022,
revision of the Exner CS Workbook was published by Czech
Hoegrefe-Testcentrum, and work on the Czech version of R-
PAS is still going on.

Kim Gabriel Hansen
President 

As every year, we held three consecutive workshops about the
Rorschach CS-R in three levels: a 3-day workshop, a 5-day
workshop and a 2-day workshop with focus on supplementary
scales and supervision of protocols. Two workshops (10 days
in total) in Jutland and one similar in Copenhagen. 
Furthermore two 3-day workshop with the TAT in Jutland,
focusing on qualitative interpretation, and quantitative
measures: SCORS (Westen) and DMM (Cramer) was
organized.

Dutch Flemish Society of the Rorschach and Projective
Methods
Abraham N. J. Pieters
President

Covid-19 now safely behind us, it’s a bit back to normal again.
First and foremost, due to the growing need for basic training
in the R-PAS, we organized another 4-day “Basic” R-PAS Course
in the fall of 2022. This growing need reflects a steadily
increasing positive validation of the Rorschach and its
incremental value in different settings, both forensic and
clinical. Most noticeable in this respect is a renewal of interest
in the use of Rorschach with children and adolescents, as a 

DENMARK

DUTCH FLEMISH SOCIETY

result of the greatly improved norms due to the never-ending
efforts of the R-PAS team!
A look into the future will again see the regular organization of our
4-day “Basic” R-PAS Course, probably a few in-company trainings
as well, and the much-anticipated reprise of 2 of our previously
very successful trainings: 1) the 3-day Workshop on TAT, with
special focus on different methods of interpretation, and 2) the 4-
day Course on Therapeutic Assessment, developed by Stephen
Finn, respectively.
Also, by continuing to provide most of our Rorschach workgroup
online and maintaining a lowered threshold for new members to
join, the need for online supervision of R-PAS users having varied
levels of experience is successfully provided by our experienced R-
PAS teachers continuously.
We sincerely hope that the restart of our courses and workshops
and continuation of our workgroups will result in the continuous
renewal and considerable growing interest in the Rorschach (R-
PAS)!
Visit our website at www.rorschach.nl!

FRENCH SPEAKING SOCIETY

Société du Rorschach et des méthodes projectives de langue
française
(Society of Rorschach and French-speaking projective
methods)
By Prof. Pascal Roman
President 

Some news about the activities of the Society of Rorschach
and French-speaking projective methods in recent months. 
Winter Conference 2023 in Paris
The winter conference was held in Paris on Saturday 28
January 2023 on the theme Figures and Destiny of Regression.
Nearly 100 people were present to hear and discuss the
fascinating presentations of Anne Brun, Sylvain Missonnier,
Julie Schutz and Céline Racin.
Nina Rausch de Traubenberg Thesis Prize 2023
This award was created by the in 2020 and sponsored by
Society of Rorschach and French-speaking projective methods
and sponsored by Dunod Editions to reward a thesis defended
in recent years for the quality of its contribution to the field of
projective psychology. The N. Rausch de Traubenberg Thesis
Award was awarded for 2023 after evaluation of 5
applications, with the involvement of the Award Jury (the
President of the Society, as well as C. Chabert, C. Azoulay, J.
Ligghezzolo and T. Sola) and 10 reviewers who agreed to
evaluate the applications in a double-blind manner.
The Nina Rausch de Traubenberg Prize, awarded to two
laureates ex-aequo, was presented at the Winter Conference in
Paris to: 
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be flying to Kuopio to present at our Spring Seminars on the
topic of “Understanding R-PAS Scores and Profiles through the
Lens of Neuroimaging and Psychophysiological Research”
(April 21 & 22). Luciano will also be talking about the issue of
impression management and negative response bias, the
Inventory of Problems –29, of which he is a co-author, and
indicators of possible exaggeration of psychological problems
on the Rorschach.
Later this year at our Autumn Seminars (December 8 & 9),
Professors Gregory Meyer and Joni Mihura, from the University
of Toledo, OH, will be flying to Helsinki to talk about the newest-
latest on R-PAS and the assessment of psychotic disorders and
psychotic phenomena using the Rorschach.
In addition to training opportunities organized by our
association directly, Dr. Patrick Fontan will be coming to
Helsinki on June 9 & 10 to talk about the CS-R and CHESSSS-2,
the new scoring program for the CS-R, and Dr. Jason Smith will
be talking online about the Rorschach Supplementary Scales on
three afternoons later this year, as part of the same training
sequence (November 10, 17 & 30).
Please visit our website at http://www.rorschach.fi for more
information.

Associazione Italiana Rorschach (SRI) 
By Tiziana Sola, president AIR

The Italian Rorschach Association continue with their activities
by organizing several clinical days dedicated to members. For
the year 2023, the Board of Directors has thought of inviting
members to propose topics for discussion relating to their own
activities. We received two proposals: from colleague
Alessandro Crisi a day dedicated to The contribution of the
Wartegg test according to the Crisi Wartegg System (CWS) in the
evaluation of thought and perception disorders. From colleague
Claudia Giampieri a day devoted to the presentation of her book
La relazione di coppia nella disforia di genere. Un'indagine
Rorschach con le partner di FTM (The couple relationship in
gender dysphoria. An investigation by the Rorschach on the
partners of FTM) published by CIFRIC in 2022. The study days
will be held by videoconference, after the summer vacations. 
More recently in the month of May, for the end of the mandate
of President of this association, Tiziana Sola, as a gesture to
greet all the members and thank them for their loyalty, she will
hold a seminar on The Rorschach between science and art. The
seminar will be organized in collaboration with the Institute for
European Research in Psychoanalytic Psychotherapy (IREP,
headquartered in Rome and Padua) of which T. Sola teaches
Clinical Psychopathology and it will also be addressed to the
Institute students. The latter indeed includes, in its training
programs, also the apprehension of the Rorschach test as a
fundamental instrument for the evaluation of normal and
pathological psychic functioning.
The month of May will see another study day organized in
collaboration with the University of Messina (Sicily). This event
is devoted to the presentation of the book Lieber Herr Kollege!
Correspondence between H. Rorschach and W. Morgenthaler, 

 FINLAND

- Pierre-Justin Chantepie ("Evaluation of change processes
during psychoanalytic psychotherapy of adolescents and
young adults: study of psychic temporality", director C.
Azoulay, Université Paris-Cité)
- Antoine Frigaux ("Differential diagnosis between autism
spectrum disorders and schizophrenia spectrum disorders in
adults: on the way to a psychoanalytical and projective
approach with the Rorschach test", co-directors J. Lighezzolo
and R. Evrard).
Autumn Conference in Dijon
The next Colloquium of the Society of Rorschach and French-
speaking projective methods will be jointly organised and
hosted at the University of Dijon (team of Professor Marjorie
Roques) on Saturday 7 October 2023 on the theme: "Trauma
and its variations through projective tests".
Conference of the International Network Projective Methods
and Psychoanalysis
This conference will be held as a prelude to the Rorschach
Society Conference on Thursday 5 and Friday 6 October 2023,
at the same venue, also hosted by our colleagues from the
University of Dijon on the theme: "New normalities, new
pathologies".
2024 - Exceptional conference: Tribute to Catherine Chabert
and her work
At the end of January 2024 (date to be confirmed), an
exceptional conference will be held in Paris, dedicated to a
tribute to Catherine Chabert and her work in projective
psychology. Catherine Chabert, professor emeritus of clinical
psychology and psychopathology, has made a major
contribution to the development of a psychoanalytical
approach to the Rorschach and projective methods, following
Didier Anzieu and Nina Rausch de Traubenberg. This day will
be an opportunity to present his numerous and invaluable
contributions, which have enriched the practice of projective
tests in the field of clinical practice and research, and which
have contributed to new developments in contemporary
clinical settings.
Clinical and Projective Psychology Journal (PCP)
The issues of Clinical and Projective Psychology published or
to be published for the end of 2022 and 2023 are the following:
- the issue 2022/2 has been published on the theme Psychic
Envelopes
- the 2023/1 issue will be devoted to Projection 
- Issue 2023/2 will deal with the contribution of projective tests
to the diagnostic approach

The Finnish Rorschach Association
Emiliano Muzio
President

This is a year of cutting-edge Rorschach research and practice
for our association. The same week I am writing this report,
Associate Professor Luciano Giromini, from the Department of
Psychology of the University of Turin, Italy, will 

ITALY

ISR BULLETIN 33 (1) MAY, 2023, PAGE 19 



translated and edited by T. Sola, published by Edizioni
Universitarie Romane in 2022.
Then, a reflection on the renovation of the association's
website is urgent and has been underway for months, we are
waiting for the association's balance sheet to make this
expense possible. 
These are the activities organized under the presidency T.
Sola, which will follow in the month of May, the election of the
new board and the new president.

IRPSI (Istituto Italiano Rorschach e Psicodiagnostica
Integrata) 
Maria Fiorella Gazale
IRPSI co-founder and scientific responsible

The year between 2022 and 2023 was significant for our
institute, as we were fully involved in collaborating with the
working group within the CSIRA that was engaged in
developing innovations and necessary updates to the Exner
Comprehensive System. 
In fact, in the Exner's Comprehensive System, the research
work and the use of this valuable work instrument in the
clinical and forensic field, which radically innovated the use of
the Rorschach test worldwide, had never stopped, even after
the death of its founder. In particular, thanks to the
extraordinary commitment of Patrick Fontaine and Anne
Andronikof and to a working group within the CSIRA
association, which also involved our IRPSI institute, work was
carried out with great enthusiasm to revise the statistical and
scientific bases and to renew and make the interpretation and
marking guidelines more straightforward and more effective.
Our institute, which has taken a very active part in this effort,
has also committed itself to organizing the first courses for
the Italian panorama to disseminate the Comprehensive
System Revised, which has already begun. We are also
engaged in the translation of the CSR manuals into Italian.
In addition, our training offerings, now in its 25th edition, has
diversified: until 2022, we had always offered complete
masters courses, which in the space of about 18 months
included the teaching of numerous tests (Rorschach CS, TAT,
graphical tests and also the Minnesota questionnaires, the
WAIS scales, the PAI and others) for both adult and minors in
both the clinical and forensic areas. Instead, from the
beginning of 2023, we have decided to offer module-based
training, with the possibility of enrolling in only one or some or
all of the modules and attending both in person and via FAD. 
Our institute also made a small contribution to the
organization of the next Summer Seminars of the
InternationalSociety for Rorschach and Projective Methods,
which will take place in Genoa next July, and where one of us,
Gazale, will participate as one of the lecturers on the topic of
psychosis. 
However, our institute's main initiative this year is the
organizationof the 4th CSIRA (Comprehensive System
International Rorschach Association) congress, which will take
place from 14 to 16 September in Milan at La Statale
University, and which will be very important. 

Indeed, in this context, Patrick Fontan and Anne Andronikof will
present the innovations of the Revised Comprehensive
System,which they already presented at the ISR Congress in
Geneva in 2022. In this CSIRA Meeting, the Revised Systemwill
be more widely and thoroughly presented and discussed.

Rorschach Forense Institute(IRF)
By TomassoCaravelli
President

In these early months of the new year, the Institute is once
again returning to promote in-person activities (classroom
trainings, seminars and workshops) that were interrupted by the
pandemic that forced the shift to exclusively online activities
(already active since 2016). The covid experience has also
brought positive news, particularly in the area of training: for
example we've had excellent feedback on the effectiveness of
our online training offerings and we have all developed good
confidence with this modality. The return to classroom training
will surely integrate new technologies, which have become an
indispensable added value.
In the area of research, a psychometric study is currently being
published about Rorschach protocols of 85 male murderers
administered in criminal courts, which is the largest sample
existing on the subject in the Italian literature. 
Concerning civil courts, we continue to expand the sample of
protocols about parents involved in child custody litigation, with
the aim of supporting colleagues who are applying the Italian
method with increased psychometric data specific to this area
of law. Once again, the sample which at the moment is of 700
subjects, will be the largest ever studied and published in Italy.
Also continuing is the study, begun in 2021, which aims to
support the validity and reliability of the most important
components of the Italian Scuola Romana Rorschach method
(concordance of scoring and interpretation between different
examiners, verification of the diagnostic value of the indices
with clinical observation of patients). This work is certainly very
long and demanding because what characterizes our method is
the complexity of quantitative and qualitative scores that we
intend to maintain considering it an enrichment and not a
limitation. It cannot follow in a linear way the same paths
beated so far by the international literature, but it has to find
different and innovative ones.
These research activities have the strategic goal of constantly
studying and updating the Italian method, both in the parts that
deal with scoring and in those related to statistical data of the
general Italian population and of specific samples in
differentfields of application. 

Japanese Society for the Rorschach and Projective Methods
By Yasue Takahashi
President

This is the short annual report from the Japanese Society for
the Rorschach and Projective Methods.

JAPAN
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Promote the scientific and professional relationships and
the exchange of ideas of people interested in psychological
assessment in countries both in the Americas and the rest
of the world in a framework of collaboration and linkage.
The aim is to co-construct evidence through psychological
assessment and the use of technology. Therefore, it is
essential to raise awareness of the relevance of
collaboration between different disciplines, as well as to
explore and promote the use of psychological assessment
tools of various kinds and in different fields, and finally, to
strengthen international relations with other professionals,
especially with the Latin American community, allowing
growth and innovation in psychological assessment.

Training
We will hold a workshop on CS-R on May 20 and 21, 2023,
inviting Dr. Anne Andronikof. More than 100 members will
participate in this workshop. 
We have invited Dr. Patrick Fontan to speak at the 2018
conference under the title“The Future of the Rorschach”. As a
result, many members have become more interested in the
development of CS. This new learning opportunity will
contribute to further enhance those interests and lead to
various research and clinical practice utilization.

Mexican Society of Rorschach and Psychodiagnostic Methods
By Albessa Gonzalez
President

From the Mexican Society of Rorschach and Psychodiagnostic
Methods, we are pleased to share that on August 3, 4, and 5,
2023, in collaboration with the Latin American Rorschach
Association, we will hold the XVIII Latin American Congress of
Rorschach and Other Projective Techniques, in the city of
Monterrey, Nuevo Leon. 
The congress has been designed to have a hybrid format,
allowing the participation of the greatest number of colleagues
from Latin America and other latitudes. The following
objectives have been defined for its development:

The congress has the following modalities of participation: free
communication, symposiums, workshops, posters, and
presentation of books under the following core themes:
1. Modalities of psychodiagnosis: reading of the
psychodiagnostic battery in the different fields of application:
clinical, forensic, educational, industrial, organizational,
neurosciences, social (community, social action, environments
in crisis, among others). 
2. Uses of technological resources in psychological
assessment. 
3. Interdisciplinary studies 
4. Intercultural studies 
5. Resources for assessment (range of instruments used).
Dates for abstract submission: April 29, 2023 
Send to: congreso2023@rorschachmexico.org
Angélica Quiroga Garza, a member of the Mexican Society of
Rorschach and Psychodiagnostic Methods, who chairs the 

The 26th Annual Congress of the JSRPM.

Journal of The Japanese Society for The Rorschach and
Projective Methods, Volume 26, and 26 (special eds)
published in November 2022.
The 14th Annual Workshop of the JSRPMWe were able to
hold this workshop in place on March2022. 

As an experiment for new lifestyle through the global
pandemic of COVID-19, we carried out our annual congress
and workshops face-to-face with prevention of infection.
Our activities since 2022 are listed below.

This congress was themed as practical utilization of the
Rorschach test in the EBA (evidence-based approach)-
Harmony of science and art of the projective methods. The
congress included 2 lectures, special lecture, symposium, and
research presentation.
Evening Seminar: Toshiki Ogawa, Ph.D. “The Development of
Projective Methods in Japan”
Educational Lecture: Yuji Takase, Ph.D.“Hermann Rorschach
and His Inkblots: Its History and Prospects”
Special Lecture: Yoriko Takahashi, Ph.D.“Scientific and
ArtisticAspects in the Rorschach Test”
Symposium: Practical uses of the Rorschach test in the EBA-
Harmony of science and art of the projective methods.

The theme of the workshop was “Role of Psychological
Assessment: Mutual Learning through Clinical Cases.”
Section Meeting A: Live Supervision of Psychological
Assessment
Section Meeting B: Therapeutic Intervention by Wechsler
Intelligence Scale: Collaborative Model
Case conference: Mentalizing and Psychological Assessment.
As we enter the new era, we have more opportunities to think
about what mental health is and what adaptation is, especially
with the experience through the global pandemic of COVID-19.
Our aim is to continue to consider the connection between
development of psychological assessment and psychotherapy
with focusing on the Rorschach and projective methods.
Official website:http://jsrpm.jp/

Japan Rorschach Society for the Comprehensive System
(JRSC)
By Masamichi Noda
President

Annual Conference
The 28th Annual Conference will be held at Teikyo University in
Tokyo on July 29 and 30, 2023. The theme of the conference is
"Going Back to the Basics of Psychological Support”. The
symposium planned by the conference organizing committee
will feature three symposiasts who are practicing in various
clinical areas based on different techniques and orientations.
They will engage in lively discussions on the theme.
This will be the first time in four years that the conference will
be held in-person. The official program is attractive, but it is
also expected to generate a lot of informal interaction among
members. I hope that the exchange will lead to new
encounters and connections among the members, as well as
to new ideas that can be applied to research and clinical
practice, which will enrich the Rorschach community.

MEXICO
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Scientific and Editorial Commission of the Congress, is
organizing the panel "Projective techniques: convergences and
divergences" in which the exchange of ideas among various
experts in the field is anticipated. 
The Society continues promoting, training, and disseminating
the practice of Rorschach and other projective techniques.

Sociedad Española del Rorschach y Métodos Proyectivos
(SERYMP)
By Lilian Ospina
President

At the end of 2022, the change of Board was carried out, now
formed by Lilian Ospina (President), Esther Roperti (Vice
President and functioning as Member of the Independent
Group), Blanca Granada (Secretary), Antonio Carlos Martín
(Treasurer) and Yolanda González (Member of SCRIM). We
therefore bid farewell with immense gratitude to the former
Junta for its commendable work over six years, especially
AnaFernández-Manchón, who carried out her functions of the
presidency during this long and complicated period, marked by
the pandemic. 
The former president opened our magazine nº35 that came to
light at the end of the year, with some beautiful words that
collect her fruitful journey and says goodbye with gratitude for
her pleasant experience at the head of the Association. This
magazine issue also published articles of clinical and
scientific interest, and a review of the centenary International
Congress.
 

The Olga Project has been linked to the University of Comillas
(Madrid), which is excellent newsto keep the Rorschach test
alive. We want to remind you that the project is aimed at
obtaining the Rorschach rating in Spain and that the preliminary
results were presented in Geneva. 
Susana Sneidermanhas carried out in Madrid the workshop:
Interpretative update of the Desiderative Questionnaire. Criteria
and Diagnostic Indicators of the Pathologies of Helplessness in
which she will approach a new proposal for the Interpretation of
the Desiderative Questionnaire, which takes into account
Freudian theoretical categories, of David Liberman and David
Maldavsky. Dr. Sneiderman has a degree in Psychology (1984);
PhD in Psychology (2011); Director of the Doctorate in
Psychology, UCES (2019 to present); Editorial Director of the
Journal Subjectivity and Cognitive Processes. UCES (2019 to
present); Coordinator of the Institute of Higher Studies in
Psychology and Social Sciences of the University of Business
and Social Sciences (UCES) IAEPCIS "DAVID MALDAVSKY",
UCES. Coordinator of the Laboratory of Analysis of Discursive
Manifestations, IAEPCIS. Researcher at UCES (2000 to present).
Director of the Diploma in Theory and Method of Psychoanalytic
Research of the speech "David Liberman Algorithm" by David
Maldavsky. 
In Catalonia, FROM THE SCRIMP
This year 2023 and last 2022 the SCRIMP has continued with its
teaching activities, training a new class of rorschachistas
through our level I (Coding) and II (Interpretation) courses and
deepening in psychopathology at level III (Diagnostic
Integration). 
We have also resumed training in projectives with historical
teachers in our society, such as the Course in the Test of Object
Relations carried out by A. Tuset, member of the SCRIMP for
years and professor of many of us not only in our society but at
the University of Barcelona as well.
We place great value on being able to train in diverse projective
techniques to expand our field of knowledge and application in
the clinical field.
Likewise, we have continued with our working group, in
collaboration with the Official College of Psychologists of
Catalonia, to promote projective techniques among all
members, offering training on psychopedagogical evaluation
through projective techniques and on graphics in the evaluation
of emotional distress in children and adolescents.
Our scientific activity has focused on various interdisciplinary
collaborations linked to our diagnostic area and we have
continued with our corporate activity through Board meetings
and ordinary assemblies with our partners.
We will start with great enthusiasm this next year 2024 to
continue with all our projects.

The Swedish Rorschach Society in late 2022 and early 2023
By Malin Holm 
Chairman of the Board 

In 2022 we have continued our online zoominars. In September
Erik hasrepeatedhis super interesting seminar from the Geneva 
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conference, of a Pre-and Post Psychotherapy Assessment with
the Zulliger Test in a Patient with Retrograde Amnesia, in other
words with a patient after three years of psychotherapy with
no recollection of previously taking the Zulliger inkblot test.
described below. An article on the subject by Erik
Hammarström and Cato Grönnerödis also newly released in
Rorschachiana (Published Online: March 15, 2023
https://doi.org/10.1027/1192-5604/a000167). In November,
we were extremely happy to have the permission of Dr.Robert
Bornstein to show his great keynote from the conference:
Toward an Integrative Perspective on the Person –Using
Performance-Based Test Data to Enhance the Diagnostic
Systems, in the closed circle of our members, all in all 31
people. We repeated the seminar in the beginning of the year
to allow more people to see it, but also because it is extremely
rich and takes some time to digest. Thank you, Robert!
In March, in connection with our annual meeting, Harald
Janson and David Frideforspresented "How may the
Rorschach and the MMPI-2 contribute to the understanding of
a person?” A person with complex symptoms and difficulties
completed the Rorschach (R-PAS) and the MMPI-2 in the early
stages of a therapeutic treatment. We showed what the
respective methods contributed to hypotheses and results,
and discussed what were the unique contributions to the
understanding of the person from each method, where they
coincided, and any contradictions.
Twelve students of the Rorschach Performance Assessment
System (R-PAS) graduated from Cilla Kaldenberg’s training
during the year, which is a Swedish modern time record. Two
seven-people trainings were also completed in Cilla's and
Ulrika Nygren's specialist accredited education in Evidence-
based Psychological Assessment - Understanding the person
behind the diagnosis. Four members of our society continue
our participation in the International Case Consultation Series
on Zoom at The Institute of Projective Psychology (IPP)
hosted by Dr. Odile Husain and Dr. James Kleiger. 
Two of the board members are battling on with their doctoral
studies in our field. Emma Bolund Lauenstein with the project
mentioned above and Erik Hammarström with the project
Project Z (Convergent validity of the Z-test and the R-PAS).
With best regards, Malin Holm, Chairman of the Board.

Turkish Society of Rorschach and Projective Tests
By İrem Erdem Atak
President

We’ve welcomed 2023 with tremendous sadness as the whole
country was affected by the earthquake disaster in the
southern region of Turkey. We would like to express our
gratitude to ISR and the members of the society for showing
their support and affection during these difficult times that
were full of pain and grief. We are trying to heal our wounds.
We closed the year 2022 with an enriching conference. In
December, we invited our colleague Prof. François David
Camps from Lumière Lyon II University and he delivered a rich
presentation on “Desire of Femininity: Evaluation the Concept  

of Crossdressing on Males by Using Projective Methods”. Two
case studies with their Rorschach and TAT protocols were
reviewed in detail with the enthusiastic participation of our
colleagues. 
As we organized every year, we continued our “Psychoanalytical
Psychopathology Seminars” as a preparation for the projective
tests. Our theoretical training for projective methods includes
studying development from infancy to childhood, adolescence,
and then adulthood within a psychoanalytical model of
psychopathology. With an increased amount of participation
and interest from the professionals and students from the field,
we are following the seminars of 2022-2023 period. 
We published the 38th edition of our Journal of
Psychopathology and Projective Tests –YANSITMA (Projection)
on “Current Issues on Projective Tests-II” an issue with a
selection of papers presented at the Fifth National Rorschach
and Projective Tests Congress. The next issue is going to be on
“Elderliness/ Ageing”. You are welcome to submit your texts and
you can access detailed information on the website
www.yansitmadergisi.com.
2023 is the year of our society’s 20th anniversary, we are very
proud to celebrate our work and research with our colleagues
from all over the world for this special occasion. We have
created an impressive body of work with research studies,
papers, seminars, workshops, congresses and soon. We shall
be organizing new seminars and talks about our progress all
through the years. Unfortunately, we had to postpone it because
of the earthquake disaster. We are looking forward to meeting
with our members and colleagues as soon as possible and you
are all kindly invited to be with us. 
We are planning to welcome new members during 2023 as
every year to work and study new topics through the
contributions of projective methods. Please follow us on
rorschachturk.org for all the updates and announcements. We
are looking forward to meeting and working with our
international colleagues in Genoa, Italy for the summer
seminars this July!

British Society for the Rorschach and Projective Methods
By Marc Desautels
President

After a period of consultation and a vote with our members, we
have now officially become the British Society for the
Rorschach and Projective Methods - we have decided to keep
the initials BRS for shorthand. The support from our members
was very positive and we hope to recruit new people with this
new venture. Although clinical psychologists in the UK very
rarely use projective methods (or are even aware of their
existence), it would appear that educational psychologists are
in the process of re-discovering them. As we have experienced
a slight decrease in our already dwindling membership, we hope
this will help remedy the situation. As mentioned in the previous
Bulletin, we held a case presentation in person last December in
London. I presented the case of a very disturbed young man
with an interesting but rather depressing protocol. It generated 
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good discussions and provided me with deeper insights into
the clinical material.
We are now planning our next activity which will comprise a
scoring workshop for the Comprehensive System-Revised and
online case presentation. We have several cases in mind and
are yet to make a selection. We hope to host these in June.
Finally, the BRS was also approached recently by a group of
Singapore-based psychologists who are interested in learning
to use the Rorschach. Our Vice-President, Dr Kari Carstairs is
currently negotiating this with them and hopes to be able to go
ahead with this project.
Kind regards, Marc.

Society for Personality Assessment
Jill Clemence
President

We recently held our annual conference for the Society for
Personality Assessment, March 29- April 2, in Austin, Texas
(USA), where we welcomed attendees, both virtually and in
person, for a lively meeting of assessment professionals. We
opened our conference with a retrospective on SPA’s history
and reflected on how Bruno Klopfer’s desire to bring together
like-minded clinicians and researchers devoted to the study of
the Rorschach led to the creation of the Society for Personality
Assessment (SPA). SPA, whose original name was the
Rorschach Institute, was founded by Bruno Klopfer 85 years
ago, and the Rorschach was the instrument that first inspired
him to look deeper into sophisticated ways of knowing an
individual. Over time the organization expanded that interest to
include a number of very valuable assessment tools and
techniques, and currently emphasizes the importance of these
techniques in the context of a multi-method approach to
assessment. 
The conference included a large number of paper sessions
featuring the Rorschach, including a symposium entitled
“Using the R-PAS in Legal Contexts: Three Case Studies”
presented by Corine de Ruiter, Madeleine Starin, Abraham
Loebenstein, Nancy Kaser-Boyd, and Luciano Giromini as
speakers. Luciano Giomini also chaired a wonderful session
providing an “Annual Update on Experimental and
Neurophysiological Rorschach Research” that included papers
by Barry Dauphin, Francesa Ales, Ruam Pimentel, and Kim
Gorner with colleagues Greg Meyer and Joni Mihura. The
“Second Rorschach History Symposium: SPA 2023” extended
history research first presented at SPA and ISR in 2022. The
talk featured the work of the Rorschach Historiography
Research Group on “the origins, milieu, influences, and
successors of Rorschach’s inkblot test utilizing original,
previously untranslated documents.” The talks included
interesting papers by Marv Acklin, Phil Keddy, Reneau
Kennedy, Patrick McElfresh, and Angela Graf-Nold. “New
Insights about Rorschach Data from Nazis” and “Clinical
Cases that Illustrate the Power of Using the Rorschach and
Thurston Cradock Test of Shame (TCTS) Together” joined the

list of excellent Rorschach presentations. And the symposium
“Evidence on the Comparative Reliability, Validity, or Utility of
Rorschach Systems” showcased work by Greg Meyer, Giselle
Pianowski, Alicia Villanueva van den Hurk, and their colleagues
as they reviewed trends in Rorschach research over the last 50
years and called for a more collaborative approach to research
in the future.
We were very pleased that the Therapeutic Assessment
Institute was able to join us for a pre-conference event on
March 28 as they celebrate their 30th anniversary. All in all it
was a wonderful week, and we look forward to seeing everyone
again for our 2024 SPA Conference in San Diego, California,
March 13-17. Until then, best wishes from your friends and
colleagues at SPA.

United States

DEADL
INE FOR NEXT EDITIO

N 

September 30, 2023

Do not forget to send us your news to   

bulletinisr@gmail.com

ISR BULLETIN 33 (1) MAY, 2023, PAGE 24



  
I am grateful for the opportunity to write a short piece
honoring Rapaport's legacy for the ISR Bulletin. When
Giselle invited me to prepare something, I thought I had
nothing more to say––that my 1993 article, “The Enduring
Rorschach Contributions of David Rapaport” (Kleiger,
1993), was my final tribute to Rapaport’s genius. However,
it occurred to me that, beyond his lasting contributions,
some of his more interesting ideas were ignored or
forgotten. I thought of three areas that have been
neglected, relegated to the dustbin of Rorschach history,
or conceptually misunderstood. The first concerns
Rapaport's introduction of the psychological testing
battery. The second involves his unique method of
Rorschach administration and Inquiry. Finally, among the
most misunderstood and criticized of Rapaport's ideas
was his concept of "distance from the inkblot."

Psychological Testing Battery: A Multi-method
Precursor
      
Multi-method psychological assessment is a widely
accepted standard in our field (Bornstein & Hopwood,
2014). Put simply, validity is increased by including
multiple methods to assess functioning under maximal
and typical conditions, utilizing clinical interviews, self-
report, and performance-based approaches. We are
interested in what patients can and cannot tell us but
demonstrate through their performance across multiple
testing procedures. This standard of practice was
introduced by Rapaport almost 80 years ago at the
Menninger Clinic. His classic work Diagnostic
Psychological Testing (1946/1968) transformed the
meaning of psychological testing by proposing a battery
of multiple testing procedures. Stating that no single test
was sufficient, Rapaport's selection of six methods
represented a hierarchy of psychological functions,
ranging from tests that revealed personality patterns to
those that examined concept formation, memory, and
intelligence, and, finally, those that assessed the
management of affects and the structure and
organization of ideational processes. 

The Neglected Rorschach Contributions of 
David Rapaport

 B y  J a m e s  H .  K l e i g e r

 Regarding the neglected contributions of
Rapaport, James Kleiger remarked: "It would be
interesting to put the positioning of the Inquiry

to an empirical test. Is there a meaningful
difference between what is spontaneously

perceived versus what is perceptible, and if so,
what might this distinction mean in terms of our
understanding of an individual's internal world?

Additionally, I would encourage future
researchers to investigate formal scoring of

concreteness and confabulation in Rorschach
verbalizations."  

HONORING THE LEGACY 
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All methods were performance-based and sought to reveal the personality in action, with particular attention to
how psychopathological factors affected ego functioning. The aim was to understand individuals by allowing
them to express themselves in a range of controlled assessment conditions. In this respect, Rapaport and his
colleagues at Menninger stood at the vanguard of multi-method assessment that would become a standard of
practice for future generations of psychodiagnosticians. 

Method of Administration & Inquiry: Rorschach Renegade

Recall the pre-Comprehensive System era when five fiefdoms of the Kingdom of Rorschach existed. Most
followed Hermann Rorschach's approach in administering the blots while seated behind the respondent and
conducting the Inquiry following the "Free Association" or Response Phase. Rapaport differed in both respects
based on compelling rationale. First, concerning the seating, he argued that it was more natural to sit in the
same position for all testing procedures. To alter position (i.e., move behind the subject) would transmit the
idea that there was something special about the Rorschach. Further, he indicated that face-to-face seating
allowed the examiner to observe the person's facial reactions as they responded to the cards.

The positioning of the Inquiry (or Clarification in R-PAS) is more revolutionary and sets Rapaport apart from his
contemporaries. Having learned the Rorschach from Oberholzer, Rapaport presented a persuasive rationale for
conducting the Inquiry after each card with the card out of sight. “It must be understood that we all can perceive
what there is on a card, and the issue is not what is perceptible, but what is spontaneously perceived––that is,
what features of the perceptual mass initiate association processes spontaneously and influence their course”
(Rapaport, Gill & Schafer, 1946/1968, p. 1280, italics added).

 Although I do not follow this approach, I find Rapaport's argument intriguing. The distinction between what is
perceptible with the inkblot in front of the respondent and the image they spontaneously hold in mind––in other
words, their mental representation of the blot––goes to the heart of whether the Rorschach is a test of
perception or representation (See Blatt and Leichtman). Rapaport contended that the task was to assess what it
was about the card that the person spontaneously responded to and not what they might add by checking their
representations against the reality of the blot (as in conventional methods where the Inquiry is conducted
following the Free Association phase). Rapaport indicated that after conducting the inquiry with the card out of
sight, the examiner may need to show the card to the individual to clarify the location of the response. To
respond to critics who cautioned that Inquiry after each card might introduce expectancy sets, Rapaport
responded that suggestive influences could be kept to a minimum by restricting questions to only those
necessary to score the response. 

Distance From the Blot

Rorschach's final revolutionary contribution was his concept of “distance from the blot.” As I previously wrote,
“His concept of ‘distance from the inkblot’ was both a foundational, yet elusive, lynchpin for understanding the
response process, thinking, and verbalization on the Rorschach” (Kleiger, 2017, p. 61). The problem was that the
distance concept was widely criticized as confusing and misleading. Even Holt, in the introduction to his edited
version of Diagnostic Psychological Testing, indicated that the concept of distance from the blot created
uncertainty and confusion between what was meant by pathological increases and decreases in distance when
looking at the inkblots. Confusion about the term “distance” led subsequent researchers to distinguish two
dimensions of distance (Schuldberg & Boster, 1985), one having to do with objective versus personal meaning
responses and the other rigid versus fluid sets. 

Rorschach Reflections- cont'd
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coding losses and distance increases. However, the
TDI has remained more a research than a clinical
method for measuring thought disorders. 

Re-examining Rapaportian Concepts

I hope future researchers interested in Rapaport's
seminal contributions will explore some of his
neglected contributions. It would be interesting to put
the positioning of the Inquiry to an empirical test. Is
there a meaningful difference between what is
spontaneously perceived versus what is perceptible,
and if so, what might this distinction mean in terms of
our understanding of an individual's internal world?
Additionally, I would encourage future researchers to
investigate formal scoring of concreteness and
confabulation in Rorschach verbalizations. 

Rapaport, like Rorschach, was a pioneer who
transformed the assessment world. Both were
geniuses and sadly, both left us before they might have
added even more to their seminal contributions. 

References
Bornstein, R. F., & Hopwood, C. J. (2014). Introduction to
multimethod clinical assessment In C. J. Hopwood and R. F.
Bornstein (Eds.). Multimethod clinical assessment (pp. 1-18).
Guilford.
Johnston, M.H. & Holzman, P. S. (1979), Assessing
Schizophrenic Thinking. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass.
Kleiger, J.H. (1993). The Enduring Rorschach Contributions of
David Rapaport. Journal of Personality Assessment, 61,
198‑205.
Kleiger, J.H. Rorschach Assessment of Psychotic Phenomena.
UK: Routledge
Kleiger, J.H. & Peebles-Kleiger, M. J. (1993), Toward a
conceptual understanding of the deviant response in the
Comprehensive Rorschach System. Journal of Personality
Assessment, 60:74–90.
Rapaport, D., Gill, M. & Schafer, R. (1945), Diagnostic
Psychological Testing, revised ed., ed. R. R. Holt, 1968. New
York: International Universities Press.
Schuldberg, D. & Boster, J. S. (1985), Back to Topeka: Two
types of distance in Rapaport original Rorschach thought
disorder categories. Journal of Abnormal Psychology, 94:205–
215.

Rorschach Reflections- cont'd

However, unlike some, I never found Rapaport's
concept challenging. On the contrary, I find it a useful
concept that helps us understand the nature of the
thought processes (as revealed through the
individual's verbalizations) underlying the response.
For Rapaport, thought processes were always linked
to the perceptual realities of the blot. To quote my
earlier description of Rapaport's concept, “Adaptive,
reality-based thinking depended on the smooth
interdigitation of perceptual and associational
processes” (Kleiger, 2017, p.44). The interplay of
perceptual and associational/ideational processes is
most adaptive when balanced or in harmony.

In contrast, if perceptual processes far exceed
associative ones, the individual loses distance and
becomes rooted in the perceptual features of the
inkblot. On the other hand, when the ideational
associations stray too far from the perceptual
constants, the responses become too distant. Thus, a
loss of distance leads to stimulus-bounded, overly
concrete responses. In such cases, the respondent
loses what Bohm called "interpretive awareness," or
an understanding of the "as if" or representational
nature of the inkblot task. In contrast, responses that
are too far removed from the reality of the perceptual
mass (i.e., the inkblot) exist more in the respondent's
mind and not in the shared consensual reality (again,
the properties of the inkblot). As a result, such
responses become fluid, confabulated, and absurd.

Unfortunately, responses exemplifying either a loss or
increase of distance have not been successfully
captured by the CS or R-PAS. Loss of distance may be
inferred from low Complexity scores in R-PAS and
pathological increases in distance from Level 2
Deviant Responses (DR2). However, DR has never
seemed fully up to the task of capturing what
Rapaport meant by confabulation or absurd
responses on the Rorschach (Kleiger & Peebles-
Kleiger, 1993). The Thought Disorder Index (TDI,
Johnston & Holzman, 1979) was better suited for 

Jim Kleiger is a diplomate in clinical and assessment psychology and a Fellow in the Society for Personality
Assessment. He is the author of Disordered Thinking and The Rorschach (1999); Assessing Psychosis: A Clinician's
Guide (With Ali Khadivi, 2015); Rorschach Assessment of Psychotic Phenomena (2017); The Psychological
Assessment of Disordered Thinking and Perception (2021, Ed. With Irving Weiner), Psychological Assessment of
Bipolar Spectrum Conditions, (2023, Ed. With Irving Weiner), and The 11th Inkblot: A Novel (2020).
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INK STORY
HISTORY OF THE RORSCHACH METHOD IN LATVIA:

  
The Rorschach was brought to Latvia by Swiss
psychologist and psychoanalyst Ernst Schneider,
who taught psychology, psychopathology and
characterology at the Philology and Philosophy
Faculty of the University of Latvia (1920-1928). 

Schneider, who is also known for having brought
psychoanalysis to Latvia, had four students, who
were trained by him to work with the Rorschach.
Two names are known: educational specialist and
psychologist Ida Pante and speech therapist Elfrida
Lauva. They used the Rorschach at the
Psychotechnic Cabinet (Ministry of Education). One
year later, in 1925, the Cabinet was transformed to
become the Psychotechnic and Vocational
Selection Institute. 

The use of the Rorschach started in 1924 at the
Psychotechnic Cabinet (Ministry of Education).
From 1926 until 1928, the International Office of
Psychotechnic Information was established and, in
this context, many different tests were commonly
used. In the Department of School Psychology
various specialists carried out the assessment of
the children. More than 64000 persons were
assessed by 1940. Schneider’s students Ida Pante
and Elfrida Lauva were among the assessors.

   
The development of psychology was actually
interrupted in Latvia and existed only partly within the
framework of Pedagogy during the Soviet period. The
use of the Rorschach in a professional context was
also interrupted during that period.

Psychology began to be taught again in Latvia from
the end of the 1990s, following the dissolution of the
Soviet Union earlier that same decade. Beginning in
1996, students at the Department of Psychology of the
University of Latvia were told about the Rorschach for
1-2 seminars. This amounted to less than an
introductory course on the method. For the two
decades that followed, Latvian psychologists have
lacked opportunities to become proficient in
Rorschach practice and research.

Finally, in 2021, Evelina Muze, President of the Latvian
Association of Professional Psychologists, along with
a group of 30 Latvian psychologists eager to bring the
Rorschach back to Latvia after eight decades, invited
Emiliano Muzio, President of The Finnish Rorschach
Association, from Helsinki to start teaching the
method again in Riga and online. A specialization
course is now underway and is based on the
standards set by The Finnish Rorschach Association
(which, in turn, are based on John Exner’s standards
for the Comprehensive System). The course includes
a collaboration with Kim Gabriel Hansen, President of
the Danish Rorschach Society.

SOCIETY: LATVIAN PROFESSIONAL PSYCHOLOGISTS ASSOCIATION
CONTACT PERSON (NAME & EMAIL): EVELINA MUZE, EVEMUZE@YAHOO.COM
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Is the Rorschach a method, or a test?
By Anne Andronikof

In the last ISR Bulletin, Irving Weiner (2022) pleads for using the acronym RIM (Rorschach Inkblot
Method) instead of the traditional name Rorschach test. This position was developed in his 1994
article with the title “The Rorschach Inkblot Method (RIM) is not a test: implications for theory and
practice.” 
“The Rorschach (…) is not a test” ... 
Weiner rightfully cites Morris Krugman (1938) who was the first to ascertain that the Rorschach was
not a test inasmuch it did not reach the validity and reliability requirements for a test. Weiner writes
“As a method, Krugman argued, the Rorschach was not amenable to statistical analysis and could
not be held accountable to psychometric standards of reliability and validity” (Weiner, 1994, p. 498).
Considering that the Rorschach is a “method” and not a “test” places it outside psychometric
requirements and opens the door to any approach, or system applied to the responses obtained with
the ten Rorschach inkblots. It can be taken as a projective method, a perceptual method, an
association method, a phenomenological method, a representational, a psychodynamic method, a
transactional method, a therapeutic assessment method, a performance method … 

Weiner argues that a “test” needs a theory whereas a method would be free of theory, and inasmuch
the Rorschach inkblots are used in an array of theoretical perspectives, it is not a test. “Recognizing
that the Rorschach is a method frees it of unnecessary theoretical constraints and thereby
enhances opportunities to utilize fully the data that it generates. “ (ibid. p. 502). 

Let us reflect on the meaning of each term, “test” vs. “method” and their implications in the field of
personality assessment. 

According to the APA, a psychological test is “any standardized instrument, including scales and
self-report inventories, used to measure behavior or mental attributes, such as attitudes, emotional
functioning, intelligence, and cognitive abilities (reasoning, comprehension, abstraction, etc.),
aptitudes, values, interests, and personality characteristics. (…)  Also called psychometric test.”
According to the Oxford dictionary, a method is “a particular procedure for accomplishing or
approaching something, especially a systematic or established one.”

Following, a test is in effect a particular procedure for accomplishing or approaching something, i.e.
a method, proven to be reliable and valid (standardized). The difference between a method and a
test is, precisely, the fact that the first (method) is not necessarily scientifically based. Calling the
Rorschach a method brings arguments for detractors of the Rorschach as an invalid instrument for
assessing personality traits. 

RORSCHACH REFLECTIONS
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Hermann Rorschach devised an experimental method for administering his inkblots and
interpreting the responses (Rorschach, H. (1921/2022). His method was later expanded,
developed by various authors (Klopfer, Beck, Piotrowsky, Hellmann, Rapaport, Rausch de
Traubenberg to cite only a few), and finally empirically validated as a psychometric test by John E.
Exner (1974/2003). 

The “Rorschach Inkblot Method” can only refer to the original method devised by Hermann
Rorschach. This particular method was not, contrary to a widely spread point of view, a-
theoretical. It was based on an innovative theory mixing perception, association, neurology and
phenomenology (see the Supplementary edition of Rorschachiana,2023, in press). 

In conclusion.

Since Hermann Rorschach, the use of his inkblots have evolved in a myriad of methods and thus
nobody knows to which method the RIM refers to. 

The only method that could be called RIM is the original interpretation framework of its creator.
The danger in calling the Rorschach a method and not a test is linked with the notion that a
method, by definition, does not require scientific validation, contrary to a psychological test. It
therefore gives arguments to the detractors of the Rorschach and brings us back to a hopefully
outdated controversy.

We recommend keeping the name “Rorschach test” and adding the name of the system used for
administering and interpreting the collected protocols. 
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WHO IS WHO
The Rorschach in China

Our initiative, called Rorschach
for Africa, shares in that vision,
and aims to promote the use of
the test of Rorschach in Africa

by taking the test to sub-
Saharan communities. We are
present so far in four countries
in Africa: Togo, Ghana, Benin,

and Kenya. 

This section is dedicated to highlighting individual members who, without the support of a
local organization, are fervent Rorschach followers and continuously make efforts to

advance the development and expansion of the Rorschach and Projective Methods.             
To them our deepest appreciation.

Yu Wang
I am a clinical psychologist who studied clinical
psychology in Japan for several years. Currently I am
working as a clinical psychologist in Beijing. I joined ISR
because I was deeply attracted to those ink blots and
other projective methods when I studied in Japan. I found
them fascinating. I am very grateful to my professors
from that time, which made me gain a lot and to have
more reverence for knowledge.

Regarding projective methods, I have found that when
conducting psychological counseling, using these
methods, which clients find interesting, can not only help
establish a good consultation relationship, but also
understand the client, and promote healing. These are my
initial impressions of the projective methods.
Because of the late start of Rorschach in China its
promotion takes time. It may have something to do with
the Chinese culture, many people would think of
Rorschach as something like a fun divination. It is also
this same reason that makes it interesting to many
people. During this period, I have participated in some
workshops: Rorschach, LMT, MSSM and others. People
found it very novel and they were shocked that the
Rorschach had been around for so long at the
international level and is also used so widely.

Surprisingly, with the increased use of the Internet in the
last five years, a lot of web media (text, audio, video) has
become more and more common. I also started to make
my voice heard as a counselor with articles and videos
about Rorschach and other projective methods. Young
people here, in particular, are very open to new things,
find these methods interesting, and are actively asking
about projective methods and how to study psychology
abroad. I’ve been told by people around me that they
learned about Rorschach through the Watchman anime,
and I’ve been asked: what is the purpose of a normal
personality taking the Rorschach?
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I find that people prefer to be in good psychological shape to take the Rorschach. When doing some other
projective methods such as LMT, there is a greater tendency to spend time on the layout. Now after taking
a projective method, they will rarely ask me: How do you think I did? Sometimes, they are more willing to
be patient and tell me what they did with each design. There are also more and more people who, through
projective methods, objectively see inside themselves, and then it dawns on them: So, this is what I am
like. Or the rhetorical question arises: Am I doing this because of something concerning? These
experiences make me think that 100 people doing the Rorschach may have 100 different results, because
each person is an individual and each person deserves respect.

Once, I held a small sharing session regarding the Rorschach, attended by psychologists. We discussed
how we felt about the Rorschach. In the end, it turned out that the magic of it is that it is not like some
tests that give options to choose from (i.e. ABCD), but it is more respectful of the person’s spontaneous
responses. One can say that one sees according to one’s own thoughts and preferences. The Rorschach
allows people to express their beliefs and freedom. At the same time, a person who makes a serious effort
to collaborate will provide more answers, and if there is no will to do it, then the answers will be limited.
Although there are only a few cards, after administering it for a long time, administrators will find that it is
not what they think it means, but “what it is” is given by the client.

Ink is not ink, but represents the psyche, which is mysterious, sacred, and magical. People give it various
meanings, and it reflects different states of the human heart. When the heart changes, the result changes
even in the same inkblot.

I think in China, the internet is a more effective way to make Rorschach and projective methods more
available to people who like them. I also often wonder in what way I want to present them in the future, so
that more people will know about it and like them, because they are very useful. 

The Rorschach has been around for over 100 years. In China, it has just started the early stage of
dissemination and promotion. I think it will continue to develop if we make an effort. I can do my part by
holding some events with psychologists abroad in the future to find ways to make Rorschach and
projective methods more widely known.

In addition, more training might be conducted to give people who love the Rorschach the opportunity to
learn. In fact, many psychologists now have a great need to acquire tools like the Rorschach and other
projective methods in addition to learning Cognitive Behavioral Therapy and other counseling and therapy
models. It is also unfortunate that there are some psychologists who have been trained in the Rorschach
but have not used it test because they do not have the cards.

Now, China actually needs the Rorschach and projective methods, because there are more clients who
need psychotherapy and psychological counseling, and more people learning psychology. The Rorschach
does not have to be just a test for assessment, it can also be combined with other techniques, and into
something more complex.

Thank you for the invitation to introduce myself. I was very excited when I received the invitation, and it
was an honor to have the opportunity to meet with you all in this format today. I’ve been an individual ISR
member for many years, I still think of Rorschach with great enthusiasm. I hope the ISR gets better and
better. I will always love the Rorschach.
 
 Finally, best wishes to all of you.
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Yanlei Wang
Yanlei Wang, MA of Criminology and Criminal
Justice from University of Maryland, College
Park, is now the inno-scientist of
De.InnoScience, Deloitte China. He is also the
deputy secretary-general of
Neuromanagement Committee of Chinese
Society of Technology Economics. Thanks to
his bachelor’s and master’s educational
background in the field of psychology, he has
had over 10 years’ work in promoting
projective methods in both forensic and
business scenarios, especially the Rorschach.

It was the year of 2012 that Mr. Wang first
had a traditional training of the Rorschach in
Tsinghua University. Since that time, he began
to think about the ways to use the Rorschach
in his consulting career as a human capital
professional consultant. He promoted the
Rorschach in several talent-related projects to
his clients, and he tried to think about the
index and interpretation framework of the
Rorschach that could be used in talent and
leadership assessments, always based on
professor Exner’s comprehensive system. In
Mr. Wang’s business in Deloitte China, he has
met many clients who are not only interested
in the method of the Rorschach, but also have
the real need to use it. Those needs are often
about assessing special talent or high-level
leadership in digital or other organization
transformation tasks. So, these requests were
always followed by talent or leadership
developing views in the assessment
interpretations. At the same time, the fast
pace of the recent business development
raised many challenges in traditional self-
assessments. 

The iterative speed of the assessments based on the newest talent models is obviously slower than
the market development and needs. Needless to say, the was a need to guarantee the validity and
reliability of the new assessment. As we all know, the validity and reliability of the Rorschach is one of
the tops, which has made it so famous and of high-frequency use for many decades. The
interpretation dimensions are also friendly enough in providing different scenarios for the Rorschach
based on psychological states, instead of competency based. There is no doubt that these strengths
will bring a new market of the Rorschach in the business arena. But before formally applying
Rorschach in the business arena, there are still many challenges to be overcome, like quick-deployed
needs, efficiency of procedure, and a new interpretation system regarding talent developing views, etc.
In all these, the later one is the most important. ISR BULLETIN 33 (1) MAY, 2023, PAGE 33



As a national certified psychological counselor, Mr. Wang deeply understood the limitations of
the clinical features of the comprehensive system when having the initial tries to use the
Rorschach in competency assessments and  comparing it with the utilization of other
commercial assessment tools like MBTI, DiSC, Hogan and Deloitte Business Chemistry system.
He found that those competencies of creation, information processing,  emotional intelligence,
etc. could be reflected in many Rorschach indexes or their cross interpretations like CDI, Afr, and
the total number of the reactions. However, due to the fact that the comprehensive system is
clinically oriented, care is needed when using these interpretations in a business scenario. So,
many of the valuable insights about talent were concluded from the cross-interpretations
instead of the direct meanings from the indexes. This is caused by the lack of a business-
oriented adaptation to the system. In 2016, Mr. Wang gained the national certification of
psychological graphic analyst, which was also based on the theories of projection. However, this
non-quantitative method made him uncomfortable. It relied too much on individual knowledge,
experiences, and personalities, which made him feel more confident with the Rorschach. Under
these circumstances, the idea of developing a business-oriented comprehensive interpretation
system with academia has become Mr. Wang’s plan in execution.

Unfortunately, nowadays in China, the Rorschach is undeveloped. Those who can take the
Rorschach normally in clinical practices are rare, not to mention the innovative use in forensic
and commercial scenarios. In spite of that, Mr. Wang has still consistently promoted the use of
the Rorschach in both clinical and business scenarios for many years. Meanwhile, he is also
trying to connect with academia to build a new business-oriented system based on Exner’s
work. The challenge is that in the business field, those who are familiar with the Rorschach are
extremely rare all over the world. Additionally, the development of a business model with a new
interpretation system is also a challenge to Mr. Wang. He must do all the developing and
applying work in an economic and resource-efficient way. For this purpose, he joined the ISR and
has been continuously looking for the proper partnerships to fulfill that idea. Meanwhile, he is
also integrating the comprehensive system in clients’ cases to collect insights and experiences
to develop his future plan.

For a long time since Hermann Rorschach first introduced the Rorschach to the world, the
method has proven its value and potential to all the people. From the original use in clinical
practice to the subsequent use in forensic or criminal assessments, we have seen the unlimited
possibilities of the Rorschach. We encourage the innovative practice of the Rorschach in more
creative scenarios like business focused. Nevertheless, this innovative practice would depend
on the connections and collaborations between practitioners like Mr. Wang and academia
working together globally. We believe that the application of the Rorschach would reach a new
blue sea. It can and will become a true tool to enable humans entering the area of intelligent
information and even human-machine integrated fields in the near future. 
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This test was created by Max Pfister in 1951, in Switzerland. He was an architect and  later became attracted
to the theater, as a dancer, choreographer, and set designer. After retiring from the stage, he went on to study
psychology, when he presented his colored pyramids test as his graduation project, which was then
systematized by Robert Heiss and Hildegard Hiltman. 

Pfister was inspired by his artistic experience on stage, and by his observations about how lighting, in different
colors, collaborated to mobilize certain specific emotions in the audience, depending on the color.

His experience as an architect also influenced his work, as he selected the colors he wanted from a large
number of colored paper squares and superimposed them over the pyramid scheme until it was to his liking.
For Pfister, by assembling a pyramid, individuals express aspects of their personality especially related to their
emotional dynamics. 

The test consists of 3 cards containing the outline of a pyramid and a set of colored squares with 10 colors in
24 shades. The 10 colors are blue, green, red, yellow, orange, violet, brown, black, white, and gray, including 4
shades of blue, 4 shades of green, 4 shades of red, 2 shades of yellow, 2 shades of orange and 3 shades of
violet, which added to the black, white, and gray totaling 24. The examinee builds one pyramid at a time,
according to his or her taste. A short inquiry is then carried out, in which the person must answer which
pyramid he liked best and which he liked least, and explain why he made these choices. This explanation is
more important than the choice itself.

TEST REVIEW: PFISTER'S COLOR
PYRAMIDS TEST (TPC)

By Anna Elisa de Villemor-Amaral, Ph.D.
E-mail: aevillemor@gmail.com

BOOK REVIEWS, RESOURCES,
MEDIA AND MORE
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MPT-C CONT'D

The interpretation of the results considers both the
meaning of the colors, according to their frequency
compared to normative tables, the placement
mode, the execution process, and the formal
quality achieved in each pyramid. Formal quality is
understood as certain characteristics of the
pyramid, which may present more or less
sophisticated forms. Thus, there are criteria for
coding the formal aspect, ranging from
constructions that do not take into account the
(pyramid) shape, and the person just superimposes
the preferred colors on the scheme, without any
concern with the shape, to more elaborate patterns
where the formation of layers on the horizontal
plane of the scheme is observed, or even more
sophisticated ones, when the horizontal and
vertical planes of the image are considered,
forming more complex gestalt organizations that
integrate these two axes. When analyzing the
frequency of the colors chosen and the type of
formal aspect achieved at the end of the execution,
the interpretations come close to the
interpretations regarding C, CF or FC responses
from the Rorschach. 

Combining the frequency of colors and shades chosen with
the level of elaboration of the resulting forms, we obtain a
panorama of the person's way of coping in interpersonal
relationships, in conflict situations, as well as their main
defensive resources.

Regarding the interpretation of the meaning of colors, this is
done based on three references: 1) the level of stimulation
produced by the respective qualities of vibration and length
of the light waves corresponding to each color, for example,
warm or cold colors; 2) their culturally shared symbolic
meanings, and 3) the data originated in research with
different samples.

The whole set is also interpreted according to sequence
analysis, that is, how the work evolved from the first to the
third pyramid, both in relation to the formal aspect and the
choice of colors. Next, we will see an interesting example of
research utilizing this instrument.

Graduated in Psychology at Pontificia Universidade Católica de São Paulo. She earned her Master's and Doctorate in Sciences
from the Federal University of São Paulo and postdoctoral studies at the University of Savoia/ France. She is an Associate
Professor at the Graduate Studies Program in Psychology at Universidade São Francisco. She is an ad hoc advisor of national and
state research funding agencies (CNPq and FAPESP). She chaired the Brazilian Association of Rorschach and Projective Methods
(2002 to 2006) and is currently a member of its Advisory Board. Vice-coordinator of the Research Ethics Committee at
Universidade São Francisco. Associate editor of the journal Rorschachiana. Certified by the Therapeutic Assessment Institute
(Texas, USA). Member at large of the board of the International Society of Rorschach (ISR) 2021-2024. 

Example of a finished product

Example of a finished product
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BOOK REVIEW  
ASSESSING PSYCHOSIS: A CLINICIAN'S GUIDE

BY JAMES H. KLEIGER & ALI KHADIVI
REVIEWED BY F. BARTON EVANS

Kleiger and Khadivi set out to provide a highly accessible guide to multimethod psychological assessment, an
effort at which they mightily succeed. In a mere 262 pages, the “Brothers K” eschew an easily Dostoyevskian
compendium by using their vast knowledge to provide a practical and concise approach to clinical concepts,
diagnosis, and assessment of psychosis.  We all read book reviews stating that the appraised book is an
essential addition to every assessors’ bookshelves, only this time it is true.  I know of no other practical
psychological assessment guide on this complex topic that covers so much important material so well and with
such a great thrift of the customary psychological verbiage.  Further aiding in their presentation of essential
concepts, Kleiger and Khadivi layer rich clinical examples into their discussion to aid the understanding of their
concepts and even the enjoyment of reading.

As would be expected, Assessing psychosis is well organized with four main sections- clinical features of
psychosis, diagnostic concepts, assessing psychosis, and a variety of essential special issues.  The clinical
features section focuses on a phenomenological understanding of the psychotic experience, encouraging
keeping open the questions of diagnosis until a deeper understanding of the patient and her symptoms is better
understood.  This section elucidates core psychotic symptoms and stresses an understanding the course of
these symptoms as critical to the later endeavor of forming a diagnosis. Then and only then, do Kleiger and
Khadivi move to the complex problems of diagnosis.

The diagnostic concepts section covers three fundamental topics.  It begins with a remarkably concise overview
of the evolution of the diagnosis of psychosis from Kraepelin to Bleuler to Schneider to the DSM 5.  My one pet
peeve is that the authors do not mention the role of Harry Stack Sullivan interpersonal theory in the evolution

In the era of so-called modern diagnostic schema such as the DSM 5
and ICD 11, the assessment of psychosis has become increasingly over-
simplified because of the overreliance on a biological model of mental
disorder (see Evans 2023). For example, renowned schizophrenia
researcher Nancy Andreasen (2007) expressed serious concern that the
DSM diagnosis values consistency over validity, undercutting the rich,
complex description of psychotic disorders, which is the basis of
serious psychiatric knowledge and research.  As such, the DSM’s
reductionistic approach overvalues short-cut checklists over
comprehensive interview and history and psychological assessment,
which in turn dehumanizes our most vulnerable of patients.  Add to this
Karon (1992)’s incisive observation about the potent role of terror in the
psychological origin, experience, and psychological handling of
psychotic symptoms that are often denied or repressed by patients and
clinicians alike, creating a powerful dynamic for the avoidance of in-
depth assessment of psychotic states. Stepping into the fray, noted
assessment psychologists James Kleiger and Ali Khadivi bring a wealth
of knowledge and competence to their deceptively modestly titled book,
Assessing psychosis: A clinician’s guide. 

ISR BULLETIN 33 (1) MAY, 2023, PAGE 37



of understanding psychosis, leaving out a critical psychodynamic humanistic influence that allows for a
strong tie to later treatment issues. The section next moves to a very current and essential discussion of the
importance of categorical versus dimensional approaches. This especially excellent discussion opens the
door to looking at psychotic experience literally from a brief aberration of otherwise healthy functioning to
chronically enduring conditions. The last chapter in this section provides a very succinct, yet rich and
systematic, approach to differential diagnosis of psychosis. 

The assessing psychosis section naturally follows phenomenology and diagnosis, offering a trenchant
multimethod assessment strategy. Unlike many assessment books, this section begins a chapter with the
central role of interviewing.  This gem of a chapter covers pragmatic interview approaches to the
assessment of major psychotic phenomena, including hallucinations, delusions, thought disorder and the
like. Next comes the chapter on psychological tests in psychosis assessment. Rather than focusing on
tests themselves, this chapter briefly reviews the importance of self-report and performance measures
before moving on to how testing is useful in elucidating the dimensions of psychosis. This testing chapter is
greatly enhanced by a stunning Appendix detailing the specific self-report and performance-based scales
differentiating each of the 23 dimensions of psychosis necessary for comprehensive assessment. The
assessment section concludes with a chapter overviewing the use of research-based instruments for
assessing psychotic dimensions, introducing the reader to a host of valuable and underutilized measures
that can sharpen the clinician’s acumen, as well as increasing evidence-based tools for forensic examiners.
This chapter is accompanied by yet another superb index of research interview and rating instruments
organized by specific psychotic dimension.

The fourth main section, special issues and populations, adroitly and succinctly reviews issues such as
cultural context of psychosis, risk factors in psychosis, suicide risk and psychosis, violence risk and
psychosis, and child and adolescent psychosis. Each of these chapters provides a outstandingly concise
analysis of each of these important issues.  Kleiger and Khadivi sign off with their final book chapter
summarizing the essential features of the book and looking ahead to their hopes for the future of
assessment of psychosis.  These hopes include a greater collaboration between science and practice, new
ways of describing tired diagnostic phenomena, new developments for psychological testing, and reviving
what they call the lost art of clinical interviewing so short shrifted by currently misguided interpretations of
evidence-based practice.

In closing, James Kleiger and Ali Khadivi’s Assessing psychosis provides the assessment community and
all of clinical psychology and psychiatry with an essential and highly practical guide to clinically astute and
empirically based practice.  Their work serves as a model for how such a guide should be done and their
humanity, experience, and wisdom make reading such professional material a pleasure, rather than yet one
more cure for insomnia so common in professional books.

References
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State University and Associate, International Rorschach Institute. He  is retired from clinical
practice, though he continues to enjoy presenting workshops and writing. He is co-author of 2
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BOOK REVIEW: MADURACION VISOMOTORA 
EN INFANCIA

(DEVELOPMENT OF VISUOMOTOR MATURITY IN CHILDHOOD. VALIDITY OF A CLASSICAL
AREA OF PERSONALITY ASSESSMENT)

BY NORMA CONTINI
REVIEWED BY MONICA GUINZBOURG

 
 

 The authors of this text focus on the analysis of the regional
and socio- cultural aspects that affect the reproduction of the
figures of the Bender test. This instrument is very widespread
in Argentina due to the simplicity of its application for
different ages and because allows screening of
neuropsychological, cognitive, and emotional aspects in both
children and adults.
The previous research study of the same authors on this
subject was carried out in 1994 and in this new investigation
they focus on the comparative analysis of a sample of similar
characteristics in order to observe if there are differences
between the two samples reflect the possible evolution of
educational and cultural processes in the emotional
development and neurological maturation of the subjects.
After three decades exploring this hypothesis, understanding
that if confirmed, the results will allow visualizing the
differences produced by the changes that have been
generated throughout this time, to which the characteristics
of each would be added. Due to the limited geographical area
that involves using the population of the province of Tucuman
for this evaluation, the different subregions that compose it
presented differences in the reproduction of the figures.  

The central contribution of this work is to highlight or reflect on the temporality of the instruments and the
evaluation and coding criteria, factors that, in turn, will affect the local parameters of the scales in the case of the
Bender test, and from which the clinical and psychopathological hypotheses were formulated. 
Analysis had been carried out with rigorous scientific criteria in the composition of the samples to correlate the
results, as well as in the methodological processes to which the observables are subjected. In a globalized world
in which the differences between emerging and submerged countries, it is necessary to record the differences,
and the authors warn about the risks of increasing the judicative and evaluative inequality of the results when
reading data. The authors invite psychodiagnosticians to review these concepts also in other instruments to take
into account the ethical aspects of any evaluation.

Monica Guinzbourg is an Associate Psychologist at the Psychiatry Service of the Italian Hospital
of Buenos Aires. She is a Postgraduate Teacher of Specialties in Psychological Evaluation of the
Universidad del Salvador and the UNR (National University of Rosario). Teacher of Rorschach
Comprehensive System of Adeip, She is a co-author of two books: "Identity and link in the test of
the Two Persons" and also of the "Desiderative Questionnaire".She is an ex-President of Adeip.
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IN MEMORIAM
PHIL  ERDBERG

By Phil Keddy

 (The comments I have written here are taken from a eulogy
I gave at the memorial service in Marin County, California,
on April 26th, with some additional things I learned about
Phil from the eulogy written by his son, Daniel, and his wife,
Judy. The addition is made with their permission.).

With his engaging manner and sense of humor, Phil kept us engaged in those beginner workshops. He became a
role model as an assessment teacher. When we were learning how to assign codes to responses, he made a
joke that has stuck with me all these years. It wasn’t one of his best jokes, but I appreciated him making it. A
response that is based on Form, the shape of the inkblot, but unusual in terms of the quality of the fit is coded
“Fu” for Form, unusual. Phil asked us what the code of an example response was, and when someone
volunteered “Fu” he said, “Well, Fu you too! Sorry… old Rorschach joke.” The comic relief kept me attentive.

Phil taught workshops all over the country, and eventually in many other countries as well. He consulted to
agencies and individuals in the San Francisco Bay Area. When I told him I was screening candidates for the
Catholic priesthood he expressed his willingness to consult with me, so our individual meetings began. He had
wide interests and I presented quite different kinds of cases to him over the years. And I know that many others
would agree when I say that you always left a consultation with Phil feeling uplifted, and that you were doing
valuable work as a mental health professional. You left feeling you were on the track, even if he had gently,
almost invisibly, steered you more onto that track during your meeting. And you probably had a couple of laughs
in the process.

While the Rorschach test may have been a central focus of his work, Phil taught about much more than just the
test itself. He also championed multimethod assessment, combining the information from interviews and 
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With Phil Erdberg’s passing on April 22nd, the Rorschach
inkblot test lost one of its great advocates. When
discussing once how the Rorschach test seemed to have
taken root at various points around the globe, Phil
remarked that the test needed advocates. With the
workshops and consultations he gave, and his writings,
Phil encouraged many in North America and beyond to use
the test and to understand its strengths more deeply.

My first contact with Phil was in a five-day introductory
workshop for the Rorschach inkblot test, over 30 years ago
now. As many readers of this Bulletin well know, learning
the test requires enduring a few tedious stretches.
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different kinds of test to get a fuller picture of the
person. His own doctoral dissertation was on MMPI
differences associated with sex, race, and residence
in the Southern American states.
Phil taught how to give people feedback on their
assessment results with sensitivity and tact. I liked
the casual, egalitarian way he would suggest, for
example, saying to an assessee "maybe it would be
good to talk to someone about that” rather than a
more heavy-handed “you need psychotherapy” kind of
message. Phil was widely read in the field and would
give references and even offer to send resources. 

With his diplomatic style, Phil was elected President
of the Society for Personality Assessment for the
1989 to 1991 term. In 1995 the Society awarded him
the Bruno Klopfer Distinguished Contribution Award.
Phil also graduated from the San Francisco
Psychoanalytic Institute in 2009 so he was a bona
fide Freudian psychoanalyst although that was just
another accomplishment he never boasted about. He
told me once that he went through the training simply
because he wanted to read Freud. And although the
Freud-Jung divide in the field may not be as intense
as it once was, I appreciated his openness to my
interest in Jungian psychoanalysis and the influence
of Jung on Rorschach. 

Writing was another one of Phil’s strengths. He
authored or co-authored roughly four dozen journal
articles or book chapters. In 2005, he co-authored Dr.
Exner’s last textbook, Advanced interpretation, Vol. 2.
The Rorschach: A comprehensive system (3rd ed.).
and in 2011 he also coauthored the manual for the
new Rorschach Performance Assessment System.

 It seemed that he always had time to support others
who wanted to write research and clinical articles.
Phil served as a member of the editorial board for
both the Journal of Personality Assessment and the
journal Assessment for a couple of decades. He co-
authored a research article and a case study with me,
and this led to our collaboration on a new translation
of Rorschach’s book, Psychodiagnostics. 

This is the book in which Rorschach presented his inkblot
test: First published in German in 1921, it was first
translated into English eight decades ago, the year Phil
was born! I had become interested in the history of the
test and Phil helped me to conceptualize a new,
annotated translation. When I first suggested it to him, he
quickly pointed out that we could make it a Centenary
Edition, and we were able to complete it in time for the
100th anniversary of the original publication in 2021.  We
just barely made it! Phil consulted with me regularly as
we collaborated with a professional translator, Arianna
Schneider-Stocking, and the former overseer of the
Rorschach Archives in Switzerland, Rita Signer. We met
for lunch regularly before the pandemic shut things down.
Phil supported me through some of the most difficult
parts of the translation too, such as when I was
struggling to put Rorschach’s case study data into a
format and language that Rorschachers today could
understand more readily. Phil’s presence and support
was really a gift: I suspect he already knew he was ill at
some point during the translation, but he kept it to himself
and helped me to persevere. When the translation was
finally submitted to the publisher in Switzerland, we went
out to dinner to celebrate.

Just earlier this month, the Society for Personality
Assessment awarded Phil another Distinguished Service
and Contribution Award. In the description for that most
recent award, it was noted that Phil “inspired many
aspiring and seasoned assessment psychologists across
the globe with knowledge of both adult and child
psychopathology and the way he uses the information
from the assessment to think creatively about treatment.”
The award notes also observed that Phil “expertise with
children and adolescents” helped many to become better
personality assessors and scientists.

 Phil was one of the five developers of the new system for
working with Rorschach’s inkblot test that was released
in 2011. The international normative data that he had
helped to collect and compile from 13 countries around
the world provided the norms for this new Rorschach
Performance Assessment System or “R-PAS.”

After Phil disclosed that he had Parkinson’s, the R-PAS
group established The Annual Phil Erdberg R-PAS 
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Teaching and Mentorship Award and made Phil the first
recipient of it in 2021.

I smiled to myself when I saw that the San Francisco
Opera Company was on the list of organizations that you
could make a donation to in Phil’s name. I knew that Phil
loved the opera and saw him there once, and I
remembered a coding example he gave once. There is a
code for when what a person sees in an inkblot combines
things that don’t go together in reality. It’s called an
“Incongruous Combination.” Phil suggested that “An
amoeba singing an aria” was an example of an
“incongruous behavior” response, and that example is in
the manual. There is Phil, with his love of opera and of a
joke, all in an imaginary Rorschach response.

Many noticed that Phil was a quiet person, a private
person with great humility. Before closing then, I would
like to add a few points that I learned about Phil from the
eulogy his son Daniel and his wife Judy wrote and Daniel
delivered at the April 26th memorial service. Daniel noted
that Phil was proud of the new Rorschach system he
helped develop, of the rigorous standards applied to
every element, and that the commitment of the R-PAS
team matched his own. And speaking of his humility,
although Phil and I worked on the translation of
Rorschach’s book for several years, he never mentioned
to me or our two other collaborators that he knew
Spanish well enough to a lecture in it in Spain. Or that his
undergraduate degree was in linguistics! I mention these
two points because I believe they both contributed to the
quality of his contribution to the translation project.
Daniel and Judy also remarked that Phil was a gifted
writer who believed in “brevity, clarity and simplicity.” This
was our shared but unspoken vision for the new
translation. Daniel spoke of Phil’s commitment to his
work and recalled that Phil’s evenings were never spent
“without a statistics or psychology book.” Daniel
recounted that when he and his mother settled down to
watch some late-night television, Phil “would inevitably
drift down to his office to finish a chapter or to review a
case file that had been on his mind.” This is how Phil
acquired and maintained the knowledge that made him
so sought after as a consultant and teacher. Hearing this
made sense to me.  And turning to his avocations, while I
knew of Phil’s love of opera and classical music, I did not
know of his appreciation for  

 

bluegrass music and early country. Or that his
Oklahoman roots were expressed in a love for
cowboy boots: He had a closet full of them, which
Judy would only let him wear outside of the house
occasionally!  

Phil brought an amazing breadth of knowledge to his
teaching. In a workshop I helped him with before the
pandemic, he brought up a poem by the national poet
of Scotland, Robert Burns. This poem published in
1786, is titled, “To A Louse: On Seeing One on a
Lady’s Bonnet, At Church.” Burns wrote the poem
after sitting behind a fancy lady at church and seeing
a louse crawling over her hat, unbeknownst to her.
Phil thought that the last verse of the poem
expressed what the Rorschach inkblot test does.
Here is that verse, in Standard English translation:

 “Oh would some power the gift give us
 To see ourselves as others see us!
 It would from many a blunder free us,
 And foolish notion:
 What airs in dress and gait would leave us,
 And even devotion!”
 
 Through this humorous poem, Phil was saying that
the Rorschach test can in fact give test-takers the gift
of being able to see themselves as others see them,
when learning the interpretation of their results. This
was Phil’s statement about the power of the
Rorschach test.

 I had hoped we would still have more time with Phil
and was shaken by his death. To help with the grief, I
have realized that the best thing for me to do is to
carry on with what Phil did: to help people with
assessment work, to meet students where they are
as a teacher, and, more broadly, to be kind, and to
keep a sense of humor about things. I suppose that’s
just age-old advice about what to do when an
inspiring leader dies, but I find it comforting. It’s not
just a way to remember Phil, but a way to keep his
spirit alive.



IN MEMORIAM 
LYDIA BURDE DE  IZAGUIRRE

By Fernando Silberstein

On September 7, Lydia Burde de Izaguirre, prominent
Argentinian rorschacher, former president of the Latin
American Association of Rorschach and former president
of the Rorschach Association of Rosario, passed away at
the age of 84. She was part of the initial group of
specialists who founded the Rosario Association in 1980,
which institutionally consolidated the Rorschach teaching
space that until then and since the early sixties, had taught
the Rorschach test in courses of the Association of
Psychologists. 
 
A few years younger than Sofía Slullitel’s initial group,
Helena López Dabat and Elizabeth Sorribas, Lydia trained
in Rorschach with the latter, with whom she later became
a very close friend and co-author of research and a
Rorschach's book on psychosomatic patients. Elizabeth
had studied Rorschach with Vera Campo and Lydia
received this visible influence in some respects and in the
modality of interpretive inferences. This group 

 grounded its study of the test with a very solid training in psychoanalytic psychopathology.
 
Lydia was passionate about Rorschach and psychoanalysis, which she studied until the end of her days. As Elliott
Jacques put it, her internal project continuously generated new studies, activities and approaches at the time
when other people have considered that their life rests on a plateau from which they will no longer move. Deeply
creative and gifted, she added over the years the presence of images that condensed, sometimes hypnotically, the
deep meaning of her theoretical proposals to some of her conceptual papers. In this way, she joined another path
of her life linked to painting and art. 
 
The author of this note was her student forty-five years ago, and I owe her for having opened for me the questions
that I have continued to seek answers for since then. 
 
Lydia Burde wrote numerous papers, in the order of hundreds, which she presented at all the congresses of the
area for six decades. She encouraged many others around her. Her influence, her constant enthusiasm and her
work remain a central force in Argentina’s Rorschach's studies.
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Soundblot
THE ISR PODCASTTHE ISR PODCASTTHE ISR PODCAST

The Soundblot is the exclusive podcast of the
International Society for Rorschach and
Projective Methods. Featuring exclusive
interviews, the Soundblot wishes to contribute to
the oral storytelling tradition by taking ISR
members on a personal encounter with notable
Rorschach and Projective Methods experts. We
want our listeners to hear our guests relate
stories and discussions about their research,
theories, practice, and collaborative experiences
that have changed their lives and the landscape
of the Rorschach and Projective Methods field.
From history to the most modern research
findings, history and clinical cases that are re-
shaping the field, our guests will answer your
questions, teach, challenge, surprise, and inspire
you. 

Dr. Reid Meloy is a board-certified forensic psychologist (ABPP) and consults on criminal and civil cases
throughout the U.S. and Europe. He is a former clinical professor of psychiatry at the University of
California, San Diego, School of Medicine, and a faculty member of the San Diego Psychoanalytic Center.
He is a fellow of the American Academy of Forensic Sciences and is past president of the American
Academy of Forensic Psychology. He has received a number of awards and honors, including the
Distinguished Contribution to Forensic Psychology Award from the American Academy of Forensic
Psychology in 2022. Dr. Meloy has authored or co-authored over two hundred fifty papers published in
peer-reviewed psychiatric and psychological journals, and has authored, co-authored or edited thirteen
books. He has been consulting, researching and writing about personality disorder, psychopathy,
stalking, narcissism, criminality, mental disorder, and targeted violence for the past thirty years.In this
podcast, Dr. Meloy tells us about his interest for the Rorschach as an instrument in a multimethod
evaluation to explore the darkest side of human nature. ISR BULLETIN 33 (1) MAY, 2023, PAGE 44

You can listen to
the interview

HERE

https://youtu.be/l2-smiD1yaQ
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From 1982 to 2006, Rita  Signer worked at
the University Library in Bern where she was
involved with Hermann Rorschach's
archives. In 2002 she gave a lecture on the
Rorschach Archive in the Institute of
Medical History in Bern. In 2004 with Prof.
Christian Müller published the
correspondence of Hermann Rorschach. In
2007 she organized an exhibition on
Hermann Rorschach in the University
Library  In 2015, with Prof. Christian Müller
wrote about the creations of patients and
their significance for Hermann Rorschach.
In 2019 she wrote an article titled Between
natural science and psychoanalysis:
Hermann Rorschach and his experiment
with inkblots. From 2018 to 2019, with
Philip Keddy, Philip Erdberg, Arianne
Schneider-Stocking worked on the Newly
Translated and Annotated 100th
Anniversary Edition which was published by
Hogrefe 2021.In this podcast, Rita Signer
tell us all about her passion for Rorschach
history.

 
You can listen to

the interview HERE

 
You can listen to the

interview HERE

Filippo Aschieri, Ph.D., is an Associate
Professor of Psychology at the Catholic
University of the Sacred Hearth (UCSC) of
Milano, Italy. Certified in Therapeutic
Assessment with adult clients, families with
children and adolescents, and couples. He is
the Editor-in-chief of Rorschachiana – The
Journal of the International Society for the
Rorschach. He is the director of the European
Center for Therapeutic Assessment (ECTA) at
UCSC where he works as a clinician and
supervisor. In this podcast, Filippo Aschieri
tells us about his encounter with Rorschach,
how he was trained and fascinated by the
different coding systems and interpretations
of the Rorschach test and developed a great
interest to use the test in his academic and
clinical work. As the Editor-in-chief of
Rorschachiana, he explains about procedures
and developments of the submission and
review processes of the journal as well as his
plans to expand the impact of the journal. 
 

https://youtu.be/uD4UsglQ0_A
https://youtu.be/2eX5iUko1y0
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THE ISR VIDEOTHE ISR VIDEOTHE ISR VIDEO
   PROJECTPROJECTPROJECT

As psychologists, we are interested in
research that supports the validity of our
assessment tools. But evidence suggests
that compelling personal stories are another
way to convey the value of our work to
others. Thus, as part of the XXIII
International Rorschach Congress in Geneva
in July 2022, by initiative of Stephen Finn, the
ISR collected brief videos from clinicians
around the world speaking about, “Why I Use
the Rorschach.” 

ISR has facilitated this video for educational
purposes. The video will remain unlisted, and
can only be accessed with this link.

 
You can watch the

video HERE

https://youtu.be/txjQFxA3nKg


RORSCHACHIANA NEWS AND
ANNOUNCEMENTS

By Filippo Achieri
Rorschachiana Editor

Dear friends and colleagues of the IRS

I have received the latest news from Hogrefe about the most downloaded articles of Rorschachiana in the
five years period 2018-2022. These numbers do not represent the full total of article downloads, as they are
collated from a large but not complete subset of the more than 4,200 institutions where Rorschachiana is
available electronically as part of the PsycArticles database, namely those that access it via the APA’s own
PsycNET platform, EBSCOHost, and ProQuest.

The top three most downloaded articles in 2022, organized by year are:

2018
Differential performance of professional dancers to the Music Apperception Test and the Thematic
Apperception Test. van den Daele, Leland | Yates, Ashley | Rae Jenkins, Sharon
A scientific critique of Rorschach research: Revisiting Exner’s Issues and Methods in Rorschach Research
(1995). Smith, Jason M. | Gacono, Carl B. | Fontan, Patrick | Taylor, Enna E. | Cunliffe, Ted B. | Andronikof,
Anne
Police trauma and Rorschach indicators: An exploratory study. Pavšic Mrevlje, Tinkara

2019
Multiple emotion regulation in Rorschach color responses: A study using IAT and self-report. Matsuda, Ryo
Attachment Pictures Story (APS): Adaptation and validation of the projective Patte Noire test to evaluate
attachment in adolescence. Ballús, Elisabeth | Urrutia, Edurne | Casas, Mar | Loizaga, Felix
Rorschach as a tool in the psychological assessment of families with patients with schizophrenia: A
literature review. de Almeida Beckmann, Clarice Alves | da Costa, Ileno Izídio.

2020
The use of collaborative/therapeutic assessment with oppositional defiant disorder: A longitudinal case
study. del Carmen Espinoza, María
The application of the Rorschach Inkblot test in the study of neural and cognitive aging. Arble, Eamonn |
Steinert, Steven W. | Daugherty, Ana M.
Rorschach assessment of complex trauma in youth. Ephraim, David

2021
2021 The Rorschach and violent crime: A literature review and case illustration. de Ruiter, Corine
2021 A systematic narrative review of evaluating change in psychotherapy with the Rorschach test.
Aschieri, Filippo | Pascarella, Giulia
2021 Developments in the Rorschach assessment of disordered thinking and communication. Kleiger,
James H. | Mihura, Joni L.
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RORSCHACHIANA NEWS CONT'D

2022
Color and affect: A long, never-ending history. de Villemor-Amaral, Anna Elisa | Yazigi, Latife
The specific uses of the Rorschach in clinical practice: Preliminary results from an international survey.
Mihura, Joni L. | Jowers, Callie E. | Dumitrascu, Nicolae | van den Hurk, Alicia W. Villanueva | Keddy, Philip J.
The effects of subliminal emotional priming on Rorschach responses. Giromini, Luciano | Lettieri, Sharon
Carfora | Bosi, Jessica | Zennaro, Alessandro

From the Editorial Board of Rorschachiana, we are happy to share that overall these articles were
downloaded more than 5.000 times by our readers, with increasingly higher numers of dowloads for the
most recently published ones!

This testifies that Rorschach and projective methods are a vital field and that the research in this area is
interesting and engaging. The acknowledgement for this success has to be shared between our authors -
who are engaged in providing articles with increasingly higher scientific standards - and our readers - who
consult Rorschachiana as their main outlet of information about Rorschach and projective methods latest
news and updates.

All the best,

Filippo Aschieri

Editor-in-Chief, Rorschachiana
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Our goal with the congress is to provide a

multitude of presentations through papers,

symposia, posters, round-table discussions,

lectures etc. to present the wide range of clinical

and theoretical approaches to the Rorschach and

projective methods in international psychology.

We will create a nice atmosphere and beautiful 

setting for the congress in Copenhagen, known 

as a wonderful city with a friendly, English-speaking population, an old town quarter, a

harbour and easy access with the metro to many points of interest for visitors. Or you

can get around by a free city bike – Copenhagen is the world’s most bicycle friendly

city.

The Danish Rorschach Society welcomes you all 

The International Society for the Rorschach and 
Projective Methods

XXIV Congress in Copenhagen, Denmark,
9-12 of July 2024

Photo by Rafa G. Bonilla on Unsplash

Let's meet in Copenhagen

Rafa Bonilla for Unsplash
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https://unsplash.com/@rafa_g_bonilla?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/copenhagen?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


 

THE  CONFERENCE  WILL  BE  HELD  AT :
SCANDIC  COPENHAGEN  HOTEL

V E S T E R  S Ø G A D E  6
1 6 0 1  C O P E N H A G E N  V

DENMARK

Scandic Copenhagen is located in central Copenhagen, with views of one of the three lakes and the city, and
close to the Tivoli Gardens and the pedestrian street 'Strøget'. The 18-floor hotel has 486 newly renovated rooms.
When staying at the hotel, you can relax with a drink in the atmospheric lobby bar with its contemporary design or
enjoy a meal in the stylish restaurant. The hotel has free WiFi, a fitness center, and parking facilities available for
a fee. All rooms are non-smoking.

Central Station (København H): 700 meters 
S-trains, Vesterport Station: 300 meters
Airport: 7,7 km

W E  E N C O U R A G E  Y O U  T O  V I S I T  O U R  C O N G R E S S
H O M E P A G E  A N D  R E G I S T E R  F O R  O U R  N E W S L E T T E R .

 T H I S  W I L L  E N A B L E  U S  T O  K E E P  Y O U  I N F O R M E D  A B O U T
T H E  C O N G R E S S .

 
O U R  C O N G R E S S  H O M E P A G E  I S :
W W W . R O R S C H A C H C P H 2 0 2 4 . D K

 

Photo by Nick Karvounis on Unsplash
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About The Bulletin

Editorial Team
Giselle Hass, Editor in Chief
Irem Atak, Associate Editor
Marc Desautels, Associate Editor
Thaís Marques-Reis, Creativity and Design Assistant

Submission deadlines
March 30 for May issue
September 30 for November issue

Submissions
All submissions (including references) must be formatted in APA style (with the
exception that abstracts should be omitted), follow APA bias-free language, and
emailed as an attached Word file to the Editor.  Hard copies are not needed. Please
write three or four sentences about yourself for placement at the end of the article
and provide contact information you would like published (e.g., address, phone, E-
mail, web page). Photos are appreciated if you hold the rights to such photos, and
should be sent directly to the Editor. Some submissions have word limits, please
consult with the editor for guidelines, or if no limit was provided when you received
the invitation to contribute.  All materials are subject to editing at the discretion of
the Editors. Unless otherwise stated, the views expressed by authors are theirs and
do not necessarily reflect official policy of the International Society for Rorschach
and Projective Methods or the Editors.

Send address changes and editorial inquiries to the Bulletin Editor at:  
Giselle Hass 
bulletinisr@gmail.com  or
Giselle.Hass@gmail.com

Copyright:
Except for announcements and event schedules, material in the ISR Bulletin is
copyrighted and can only be reprinted with the permission of the Editor.

THE BULLETIN
DEADLINE FOR NEXT

EDITION 
September 30, 2023

Send us your news to  
 bulletinisr@gmail.com
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To create an international link between national
societies, associations, and groups for Rorschach and
Projective Techniques in order to facilitate scientific
exchanges among specialists, practitioners and
researchers in the field;
To ensure publication of the journal, Rorschachiana, a
newsletter, or other such periodicals as may be
designated by the Executive Board or the Assembly of
Delegates;
To maintain an archives of publications concerning
the Rorschach and Projective Methods, and endeavour
to make them accessible to members. 

 
The objectives of the International Society of
the Rorschach and Projective Methods are:

 

 https://www.internationalrorschachsociety.com

OFFICERS
President: Fernando Silberstein (Argentine / ADEIP)

1st Vice-President: Kari Carstairs (UK)
2nd Vice-President: Irem Atak (Turkey)

General Secretary:  Yifat Weinberger (Israel)
Past President: Noriko Nakamura (Japan/ JRSC)

     
MEMBERS-AT-LARGE   
Emiliano  Muzio (Finland)

Benoit Verdon (France)
Anna Elisa Villemor-Amaral  (Brazil / ASBRo)

Tomoko Muramatsu (Japan / JRSC)

EXECUTIVE BOARD
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https://www.facebook.com/International-Society-of-the-Rorschach-Projective-Methods-599383533537729
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6987297/
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